
 

 

Curriculum Statement for the teaching and learning of English 2021/22. 

 

 

At Winslow Church of England School, we are committed to providing our children with a curriculum that has a 

clear intention and impacts positively on their needs.  
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At Winslow CE School, we believe that a high quality English curriculum should aim to foster a life-long love of language, literature and 
communication in our pupils, so they leave us with a strong command of both the spoken and written word, underpinned by a passion 
for and appreciation of reading a wide variety of texts. When our children leave Winslow, we expect them to be avid readers. We have 
a rigorous and well-organised English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. 
Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014 to enable all children to: 
 

 Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 

 Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

 Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 

spoken language. 

 Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

 Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. 

 Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in 

debate.  
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 High Expectations Modelling Fluency Vocabulary 

All children are expected to 
succeed and make progress 
from their starting points. 

Teachers teach the skills 
needed to succeed in English 
providing examples of good 
practice and having high 
expectations.  

Children apply English skills 
with ease throughout all of 
the curriculum. 

Ambitious vocabulary is taught 
explicitly and is expected to be 
applied in everyday situations. The 
Cultural Capital obtained through 
becoming an articulate user of a wide 
and rich range of vocabulary 
underpins our wider curriculum.  
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Reading and writing 
overviews 
Our Reading and Writing 
coverage is set out in an 
annual overview document. 
These documents show clear 
coverage and progression 
across the school and 
between the different key 
stages. 
 

Winslow CE Reading Spine 
As a school, we have created 
our Reading Spine. This sets 
out texts linked to the ‘Five 
Plagues of Reading’ as per 
Doug Lemov’s model and also 
links to non-fiction texts, as 
recommended by the National 
Literacy Trust. This will ensure 
that children leave our school 
having accessed a well-
rounded collection of high 
quality texts.  

SPAG 
Spelling and Grammar are 
taught across the school with 
year groups following the Pie 
Corbett SPAG overview and 
structure.  
Throughout the school, we 
use Vocabulary Ninja to 
support our ‘Word of the Day’ 
approach. This supports 
teachers to teach new 
vocabulary explicitly. 
Interwoven through all 
curriculum areas is a 
determination to support 
pupils develop confidence 
and fluency using a wide 
range of vocabulary in a 
range of contexts, including 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary.  
 

Class texts 
Every class uses high quality texts 
that link to our Reading Spine and 
also to year group recommendation 
reading lists. We liaise closely with 
our school librarian to ensure our 
selection of texts are constantly 
updated and reflect all realities as 
presented in our school. 
Year groups are using Knowledge 
Organisers to explore and teach new 
vocabulary linked to key texts.  
 

IPEELL  
From Years 2 – 6, we use the 
IPEELL self-regulation writing 
approach. We teach children 
to structure their written 
pieces in a logical way which 
can be applied across text 
types. Children learn about 
the PAT for each written 
piece (purpose / audience / 
text type).  
IPEELL also enables children 
to self-regulate their writing; 
editing and reflecting on their 
work.  

Accelerated Reader 
programme 
Children from Year 2 upwards 
begin their Accelerated Reader 
journey. Children sit regular 
Star Test assessments so that 
they have a reading book 
matched to their current 
reading level and ZPD. 
Children’s targets are then 
regularly reviewed and 
celebrated in our Reading 
themed assemblies.  

Cross-curricular links 
Reading and writing are 
taught across the curriculum 
ensuring that skills are taught 
in these lessons and are 
applied in other subject 
areas. 

Reading for Pleasure (RfP) 
We value to importance of daily story 
time across the school. This is when 
the staff read to the children, 
modelling the excitement and 
expression that story telling brings.  
Each classroom has a reading 
corner. Well-chosen books are 
displayed to capture children’s 
imagination.  
Throughout the year, we have a wide 
range of RfP initiatives which we run, 
including: Sleepover Book Buddy 
bags which enable children to take 
home a selection of books and a 
teddy to read to. We have regular 
reading themed competitions.  
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Whole School events 
We celebrate national 
Literacy events throughout 
the year, including National 
Poetry Day and World Book 
Day. We also hold an annual 
Christmas book week and a 
cross-curricular week linked 
to the National Gallery, ‘Take 
One Picture’ scheme.  

Reading Ambassadors 
Each year, we appoint Year 6 
Reading Ambassadors to 
support with our development 
work in Reading and to 
promote our Reading for 
Pleasure agenda.  
These children also support 
with our half-termly Reading 
themed assemblies.  

Book Talk (& Reading 
Rainbow) 
Across the school, we use 
Jane Considine’s, ‘Book Talk’ 
approach for our class 
reading. Each session 
enables children to explore 
and analyse texts using a 
‘Reading Rainbow.’ The 
rainbow’s ‘lenses’ also helps 
children to apply these key 
skills to their independent 
writing and further develop 
vocabulary.   

School library 
We are extremely proud of our school 
library. Our school librarian works 
closely with year groups and FOWS 
(our PTA) to ensure stock is up-to-
date and constantly evaluated. Each 
class has a timetabled library slot to 
visit, browse and change their books. 
We use Junior Librarian enabling 
children to reserve and borrow their 
books.  

Spoken Language 
Spoken language underpins 
the development of reading 
and writing. The quality and 
variety of language that 
pupils hear and speak are 
vital for developing their 
vocabulary and grammar and 
their understanding for 
reading and writing. Through 
developing their skills and 
ability in spoken language 
and listening, children can 
communicate their 
understanding and clarify 
their thinking, as well as 
organise their ideas for 
writing.   

Phonics and Early Reading 
Collins Big Cat reading books 
are used to support children’s 
reading. These also link to our 
Accelerated Reader 
programme. These books 
match the sounds which the 
children are learning through 
their phonics. We strive for 
them to be secure in their 
phonic knowledge and know 
how to use this to decode 
unfamiliar words.  
We have adopted the Little 
Wandle as our synthetic 
phonics scheme.  
Children in KS2 also have 
access to Collins Big Cat 
books; using their intervention 
scheme to support their gaps 
and reading development.  
 
 
 

Up-to-date subject 
knowledge 
Our English Leads keep up-
to-date with new 
developments and research 
in English. We regularly use 
Education Endowment 
Foundations reports to 
influence our provision. We 
are also members of The 
National Literacy Trust and 
part of the Open University, 
Teachers as Readers group.  
Our English Lead is also a 
Specialist Leader in 
Education for English and 
supports teachers in other 
primary schools.  

Teaching of Reading 
Children are taught to read through 
word reading and comprehension. 
They are taught to read with purpose, 
recognising that there are different 
types of text and adapting their 
approach to reading accordingly.  
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Pupil voice Evidence in knowledge Evidence in skills Outcomes 

Through discussion and 
feedback, children talk 
enthusiastically about reading 
and writing. They understand 
the importance of developing 
their skills in this subject. 
Children can also talk about 
books and authors that they 
have enjoyed and can make 
reading recommendations to 
their peers.  

Children can make links 
between texts and the different 
themes and genres within 
them. They can recognise 
similarities and differences. 
Children understand the 
reading and writing process 
and they can evaluate their 
work.  

Children are taught reading 
and writing progressively and 
at a pace appropriate to each 
individual child. This is also 
reflected in our Reading and 
Writing overview documents.  
Teachers’ subject knowledge 
ensures that skills taught are 
matched to the National 
Curriculum objectives,  

At the end of each year, we expect 
the children to have achieved Age 
Related Expectations (ARE) for their 
year group. Some children will have 
progressed further and achieved 
greater depth (GDS). Children who 
have gaps in their knowledge receive 
appropriate support and intervention.  

 

K. Epps (November 2021) 


