
 

  

Winslow Church of England School 

Reading Newsletter – Summer 2021 

Second edition  

As we approach the end of our academic year, I would like to share our second reading newsletter with the 

school community.  

During this summer term, we have been sharing many new books with the children, displayed in our school 

library and also through our regular recorded whole school reading assemblies with myself, Miss Marsden and 

Mrs White. 

This edition of our newsletter brings you some our ‘reading’ highlights from this term, as well as sharing book 

news and some exciting reading challenges for over the summer holiday.  

This week, we have had our Preloved Book Sale organised by FOWS. This was very popular and raised just 

over £200 for our school. It was so lovely to hear such a buzz about books as children walked through the 

playground! 

Happy reading everyone and wishing you all a lovely summer, 

Mrs Epps (Reading Lead). 

 

We are reading…. 

 

This term, year groups are reading:  

 

 

Rainbows are reading a range of stories and information books.  

Reception are reading a range of stories and information books about mini-beasts, including, ‘Norman the Slug with the 

Silly Shell,’ by Sue Hendra.  

Year 1 are reading, ‘What the Ladybird Heard at the Seaside,’ by Julia Donaldson and ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch,’ 

by Ronda Armitage. 

Year 2 are reading, ‘The Incredible Book Eating Boy,’ by Oliver Jeffers and, ‘The Smeds and the Smoos,’ by Julia 

Donaldson.  

Year 3 are reading, ‘James and the Giant Peach’ and ‘Revolting Rhymes’ by Roald Dahl and ‘Alophus Tips,’ by Michael 

Morpurgo.  

Year 4 are reading, ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom,’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

Year 5 are reading, ‘Street Child,’ by Berlie Doherty.  

Year 6 are reading, ‘The Explorer,’ by Katherine Rundell. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

#TAKE10  

Last month, we all took part in the National Literacy Trust’s, ‘Take 10 minutes to read’ challenge. 

Across classes, we all stopped our normal timetable to take 10 minutes to read. 

Reading for just 10 minutes a day can improve our wellbeing. National Literacy Trust research shows 

that reading has been a source of escapism for children and young people during this difficult time, 

supporting their wellbeing and enabling them to dream about the future.  

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2021 – OUR COMPETITION WINNERS! 

As part of our World Book day celebrations for this year, we held a competition for children to turn a 

potato into a character from their favourite book. Our winners were chosen by Alison, who runs the 

University of Buckingham Bookshop and she kindly donated our prizes.  

Winner in KS1 is William Francis -well done William! We loved your Supertato design! 

Winner in KS2 is Emily Wedley – your princess design was so creative – well done! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review Corner 

By Grace Nelson (Y6 Reading Ambassador) 

Book Title – Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens 

 
Age range – 9-12 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review: 

 
Murder Most Unladylike is the first book in a series of ten by 
Robin Stevens. It’s about two girls called Hazel and Daisy 
and they have to solve a murder which happened at their 
school, ‘Deepdean.’ I really like it because the story is so 
gripping; a real page turner. The story is also so good 
because you never know what is going to happen next! I 
would recommend this series to anyone who likes murder 
mystery books.  
 
 
Thank you Grace! I look forward to reading that one too! If 
you would like to read Grace’s book choice, have a look in 
our library. 
 

 



 
 
 

Miss Marsden recommends… 

Key Stage 1: 

The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs! by Jon Scieszka 

A hilarious twist on a traditional tale! Find out the true 

story of the Three Little Pigs narrated by The Big Bad 

Wolf… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2: 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

This is the humorous adventure story of an eleven-

year-old boy, called Liam, who is often mistaken for an 

adult. This book is out of this world! 

 

An interview with Miss Marsden 
 

What is your favourite children’s book and why?  

 

This is such a tricky question to answer... Can I have two? Or three? The Magic Finger by  

Roald Dahl has always been a strong favourite of mine ever since I was little. I could relate 

to the narrator who is an eight-year-old girl and I was in awe of her power and magic!  For 

an even longer period of time, I have loved Little Rabbit Foo Foo by Michael Rosen. I just love the humour and 

repetitiveness of the story. My mum used to put on voices and read them both to me all the time. I definitely got 

my love of reading from her. I am going to squeeze in a more recent favourite too – The Imaginary by A.F Harrold. 

All I can say is wow!  

 

What book are you currently reading?  

The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson. It has been on my ‘want to read’ list for quite a while!  

Why is reading important to you?  

To me, reading is the sometimes informative and sometimes magical gateway to knowledge, understanding and 

good things. I love that feeling of getting lost in a book! I have always enjoyed reading and this is why it is so 

important to me. I love teaching children to read and enjoy the excitement-filled discussions about books.  

Finally, do you prefer reading on an electronic device or do you prefer to read a real book? 

It has to be a real book – one hundred percent!  

Year 5/6 June Word Count Competition: 

Children in Years 5 and 6 were set a 

competition to see who could read the 

most words in June. This involved reading 

their Accelerated Reader books then taking 

and passing a related quiz to check their 

comprehension.  

We were so proud of the children and we 

would like to congratulate them on their 

massive word counts! 

Our winners are…. 

1st place = Alex Vondris (978, 244 words) 

2nd place = Mila Boggio (759, 592 words) 

3rd place = Rachel Skillen (647, 259 

words) 

 

Well done and what an impressive amount 

of books you have read! They have also 

read 30 books between them.  

 



 INTRODUCING OUR YEAR 6 READING AMBASSADORS 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Margarita and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book is, ‘Dear Zoo’ because I love reading it 

with my family and it is interactive. 

What are you currently reading? 

I am currently reading the picture version of, ‘The Lord of the Rings.’ 

It’s about a hobbit called Frodo who is on a mission to destroy a very 

powerful ring.  

Why is reading important you to? 

Reading is important to me because it allows me to escape to 

another world.  

Hi, my name is Holly and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book is, ‘The Lion who wanted to love’ 

because it is about a lion who doesn’t fit in with the rest of the 

pride. I have been reading it with my mum since I was 3 and it has 

always been a distinct memory. 

What are you currently reading? 

I’m reading, ‘Code Name Bananas’ by David Walliams. It is about a 

gorilla and a boy who becomes friends and they have to escape from 

the zoo to keep the gorilla safe. 

Why is reading important you to? 

Reading is important to me because it gives me a place to escape for 

hours on end.  

Reading is important to me because it allows me to escape to 

another world.  

Hi, my name is Florence and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

I liked a book called ‘Shark in the Park’ because I thought that was a 

scary book and when I read it, it made me feel brave. 

What are you currently reading? 

I’m reading, ‘Clarice Bean’ by Lauren Child. I like it because it’s very 

funny and very exciting! I’m also reading, ‘A Kind of Spark’ by Ellie 

McNicoll.  

Why is reading important you to? 

It gives you somewhere to escape to when the real world is being 

boring! Having somewhere to read is great because you know it’s 

peaceful! 



 INTRODUCING OUR YEAR 6 READING AMBASSADORS 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Grace and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book is, ‘Room on a Broom’ by Julia 

Donaldson because when I was younger, I wanted to be a witch and 

I found it comforting to find out that not all witches are bad. 

What are you currently reading? 

I am reading, ‘Top Marks for Murder’ because it is part of one of the 

best series in the world. 

Why is reading important you to? 

It gives me friends and adventures that I would never have had in 

real life.   

Hi, my name is Theo and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

‘Where the Wild Things Are.’ It was just relatable because a boy in it 

runs away from his family and I can relate to it because I know how 

wild your emotions can be. 

What are you currently reading? 

I am reading, ‘Boy at the Back of the Class,’ by Onjali Rauf.  It shows 

children the serious issue of refugees fleeing their country and 

ending up with no home. 

Why is reading important you to? 

It’s entertaining and educational at the same time. Also, after you 

have read it, you look at the world with a new pair of eyes.    

Hi, my name is Amelia and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book is, ‘Peter Rabbit’ by Beatrix Potter 

because it’s so funny and realistic and there are so many to collect. 

What are you currently reading? 

The book I am currently reading is, ‘There’s a Werewolf in my Tent.’ 

Why is reading important you to? 

Reading is important to me because it helps with my vocabulary and 

writing stories.     



 INTRODUCING OUR YEAR 6 READING AMBASSADORS 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is India and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book has to be, ‘The Gruffalo.’ I know it is 

quite basic but I like it because the Gruffalo was meant to be a scary 

creature but he wasn’t as scary as he was made out to be. 

What are you currently reading? 

The book I’m currently reading is the script of Harry Potter – 

‘Fantastic Beasts and where to find them. I’m also reading a book 

called, ‘Lies Like Poison.’ 

Why is reading important you to? 

Reading is important to me because it helps my range of vocabulary 

and helps me to take a break for half an hour.  

Hi, my name is Lily and I am one of the Year 6 Reading Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s book is, ‘Matilda’ by Roald Dahl because I 

loved her magic.  

What are you currently reading? 

I am currently reading, ‘Rooftoppers’ by Katherine Rundell.  

Why is reading important you to? 

Reading is important to me because it helps my learning and my 

edication.    

Hi, my name is Vaidhik and I am one of the Year 6 Reading 

Ambassadors. 

What is your favourite children’s book and why? 

My favourite children’s books are the Harry Potter series because 

it’s adventurous. 

What are you currently reading? 

Right now, I am reading, ‘The World’s Fastest Spookiest Smelliest 

Strongest Book,’ which is a non-fiction book about the world.  

Why is reading important you to? 

I enjoy reading because it’s fun and it helps me to imagine.  



 OUR SUMMER READING CHALLENGE! 

 

This summer we would like to launch our, ‘Summer Reading Bingo’ challenge for our children in KS1 and KS2. 

Your child will be coming home with one of these bingo sheets for them to work through during the summer holidays. 

All these boxes contain different reading activities for the children to make their reading fun and engaging. Please 

talk to your child and see which ones they would like to try. Once completed, please write the date and the title of the 

book they have read. You might also want to take some photographs which we can then share in our next reading 

newsletter. Please then return the sheets to your child’s next class teacher in September. Certificates and prizes will 

also be awarded for children who complete a line on their bingo sheet and for a full house.  

Happy reading everyone! 



 
  
 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 


