
Name:_______________________________  Date:_____________ 

Can I describe the life cycles of amphibians and insects? Draw, label, compare, explain metamorphosis 

Complete metamorphosis is a stage in the growth of some animals in which the new form looks completely different from the old, e.g. in 

life cycles of butterflies & frogs. The Newt – 20 mins https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/the-life-cycle-of-the-

newt 

Some insects, e.g. grasshoppers & dragonflies, go through incomplete metamorphosis with repeated stages of growth & moulting called 

instars. The so-called nymphs resemble the adults but lack some features such as wings. 

 

Amphibians (cold-blooded, smooth skinned vertebrates which during part or all of their lives can move 

& breathe both on land and under water)  

 

Insects (arthropods that have a body divided into 3 main parts: head, thorax & abdomen, an 

exoskeleton, 6 legs, 2 antennae & 2 pairs of wings) both undergo metamorphosis during their life 

cycles. 

 

https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/the-life-cycle-of-the-newt
https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/the-life-cycle-of-the-newt


Draw the diagrams and label them with the correct words 

 

Pupa / 

Chrysalis 

 

Caterpillar 

 

Adult 

butterfly 

 

Eggs 

 

 
 

 

 

The butterfly lays 

eggs on leaves. 

 

The egg hatches 

into a caterpillar, 

which eats leaves, 

and grows until it is 

ready to turn into a 

pupa/chrysalis. 
 

 

The body of the 

butterfly develops 

inside this. 

 

The butterfly 

emerges from the 

pupa and flies off to 

find flowers to feed 

from. 
 

 

Egg - Tiny frog eggs are laid in masses in the 

water by a female frog. The eggs hatch into 

tadpoles. 

Tadpole - This stage hatches from the egg. 

The tadpole spends its time swimming in the 

water, eating and growing. Tadpoles breathe 

using gills and have a tail. 

Tadpole with legs - In this stage the 

tadpole sprouts legs (and then arms), has a 

longer body, and has a more distinct head. It 

still breathes using gills and has a tail. 

Froglet - In this stage, the almost mature 

frog breathes with lungs and still has some of 

its tail. 

Adult - The adult frog breathes with lungs 

and has no tail (it has been absorbed by the 

body). 

 


