
Do photographs tell the truth?

How different are photographs to illustrations?

How important was the Victorian invention of 
Photography – using light sensitive surfaces ?



• How is a photograph different to an illustration?
• Which is more effective, representative, useful or  better 

communication? 
• Is there a truth in a photograph, not obvious in an illustration, and V.V.?

Both are of Spitalfields, 
East End London

Gustave Doré’s East End 1870s 
Drawing then engraved then printed

Photograph – Daily 
Mail – late C19



From the 1870’s, Barnado’s Boys’ 
Homes photographed their boys –
like Jim Jarvis – as they arrived 
and after they had been fed, 
clothed and trained.

Can you spot the difference?

Does the photograph tell the 
truth?

Dr Barnado was taken to Court 
and accused of making his homes 
seem better than they were.

Was he right to do this?



Anna Atkins (née Children; 16 March 1799 – 9 June 1871)

English botanist and photographer. Studied with Scientist Fox-
Talbot. She created cyanotypes – light sensitive paper.

Often considered the first person to publish a book illustrated 
with photographic images – of her seaweed collection.

Some sources claim that she was the first woman to create a 
photograph.

Anna Atkins & the World's First 
Photo Book – WATCH 
THIS>>>>>>>
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=133&v=ekUUuU7w
he0&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=133&v=ekUUuU7whe0&feature=emb_logo


Which is the 
illustration?

Which is the 
cyanotype?

Which is 
truthful?

Do they do 
similar or 
different 
jobs?

Do they allow 
different 
things to be 
communicated?



Georgia O’Keefe was very much influenced by both the new 
science and possibilities of photography and created a blue 
collection of work…



Activities: 
1. Planning cyanotype

2. Drawing objects as well

3. Comparing cyanotype with drawing

Conclude:
4. Commenting on results

• The science behind the process
• Photos as proof or truth
• Comparing illustration with photography
• Impact of photography?

• Are photos a good method of making a record?



1. Collect objects – feathers, fronds, leaves, seeds – flatter is better, gaps are good – you 
might cut out paper shapes

2. Plan layout - thoroughly

3. Quickly place objects on special paper

4. Place acetate over – keep flat

5. Place in (bright) sunlight – 5 minutes

6. Wash in water with few drops orange juice added  – 5 minutes

7. Dry on towel

http://www.sunprints.org/how-it-works/

Planning …

http://victoriabeatty.org/blog/?p=2281

http://www.sunprints.org/how-it-works/
http://victoriabeatty.org/blog/?p=2281


http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04vfqlv

Queen Victoria embraces photography –
Estimate the dates? Comment on the composition? What’s the message?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04vfqlv

