


Thursday 25th February 2021
Comparing physical features

Can you name 3 counties in 
England?

Can you name 3 landmarks in 
England?



What do you think of when you hear the word geography?

Geography

Geography is the study of the earth’s surface, its atmosphere and its features.
These are some of the topics we learn about in geography.

population

towns and citiesriversrainforestsweather

farming volcanoes



Human and Physical Geography
Geography is usually divided into two main branches:

human geography

physical geography

Talk About It
What do you think is meant by human and physical geography?



Can you explain why?

Are these examples of human or physical geography?

Geography

population

towns and citiesriversrainforestsweather

farming volcanoes



Human and Physical Geography
Physical GeographyHuman Geography

Human geography relates to 
human activity or something that 
is humanly-constructed.

It studies the interaction between 
human activity and the planet. 

• What is the largest 
city in Africa?

• Why is the UK 
population growing?

• Why do we experience 
global warming?

Physical geography relates to 
geography that is naturally occurring.

It studies the natural environment 
and landscapes of our planet.

Physical geography might answer 
questions like:

Human geography might answer 
questions like:

• What happens when a 
volcano erupts?

• Why does a river flood?
• How are mountains 

formed?



Physical Geography
Let’s take a closer look at some aspects of physical geography that you may learn 
about. Physical geography relates to geography that is naturally occurring. 



Weather refers to the state of the atmosphere in a particular place.

When we study weather, we are thinking about elements, such as the temperature, 
how wet or dry it is, the wind levels or whether there are any storms.

An area’s average weather, over approximately 30 years, is described as its climate.

Physical Geography
Weather



Climate zones are parts of the world where there are similar weather patterns.

Studying climate zones involves learning about the patterns of weather experienced 
in different parts of our planet and exploring the reasons behind them. 

Physical Geography
Climate Zones



Biomes are parts of our planet with similar climates, landscapes, animals and 
plants.

When we study biomes, we explore elements, such as temperature, rainfall and soil, 
to help us understand which plants and animals might live there.

Some different types of biomes include rainforests, deserts, woodland and 
grasslands.

Physical Geography
Biomes



Mountains are areas of land that are usually over 600 metres high. They are often 
higher and steeper than hills.

When we learn about mountains, we explore how they are formed and where they 
are located on our planet.

Studying mountains can link to learning about tectonic plates, volcanoes and the 
layers of the earth.

Physical Geography
Mountains



Rivers are large, natural streams of water. They flow downhill, along a channel, 
from their source to a sea, lake or another river.

Studying rivers involves learning about how they are formed and the different 
ways they might flow through changing landscapes.

You might also explore how rivers can erode land over time.

Physical Geography
Rivers



A volcano is a mountain or hill with an opening where lava, gases and rock 
fragments can escape from.

Studying volcanoes involves exploring how they are formed, where they are located 
and the different types of volcanic eruptions.

Learning about volcanoes is often linked to other areas of geography, including the 
layers of the earth, tectonic plates, mountains and earthquakes.

Physical Geography
Volcanoes



The water cycle describes the constant recycling of all water on Earth.

Water moves in a continuous cycle between the land, oceans and atmosphere.

When we study the water cycle, we learn about the sequence of evaporation, 
condensation, transpiration, precipitation (rain or snow) and collection.

Physical Geography
The Water Cycle



Earthquakes occur when the plates of 
the earth’s upper layer (the crust) move 
and release stored energy. The sudden 
and intense shaking often results in 
much damage.

We learn about what causes 
earthquakes, where they occur, how 
they are measured and the destruction 
they can cause.

Earthquakes are linked to our learning 
about the earth’s layers, tectonic plates 
and volcanoes.

Physical Geography
Earthquakes



Read through the 
fact-file for the 
physical geography of 
South-West England. 



Read through the 
fact-file for the 
physical geography of 
Sicily, Italy. 



Your Task
Use the fact files to create a physical geography mind map for both 
England and Sicily. Look at the next slide for an example.

Challenge: In full sentences, explain the main differences and similarities 
between the physical geography of south-west England and Sicily. 



Physical Geography

River Avon, 121km 
long (one of the 

longest)

Sicily, ItalySouth-West 
England

Salso River, 144km 
(longest river)


