
 

 

 
23rd February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming your child back to school on Monday, March 8th 2021. In line with the 
Government announcements, we are planning for all children from all year groups Reception to Year 6 to return for 
five full days a week from Monday 8th March. We are also planning for a five morning return for children in our 
Rainbows Nursery. We all know that being in school is the very best place for our children to be learning and we are 
so looking forward to fully opening our school again. We are sure that the children will be keen to return to their 
school to learn with their teachers and friends again. It is mandatory that all children attend school. There is an 
expectation on all schools that pupil absence will be rigorously monitored and challenged.  
 
As always, we are working hard to ensure our planning makes this return to school as safe as possible, following all 
updated guidance from the Government and Buckinghamshire Council. As we communicated to you recently, staff 
are now taking twice weekly Later Flow Tests and this adds further protection for all.  For your information, full 
details of all the protective measures we are putting in place will be shared in an Action Plan on the school website, 
together with the Risk Assessments that have been reviewed in line with current guidance. These measures will have 
been agreed with staff and the governing board. All of the measures are designed to minimise risks, but you will 
understand and accept that we cannot guarantee to eliminate all risks. If we all continue to work together, we can 
significantly reduce the risks to us all. This planning will continue to be reviewed regularly and we will make changes 
in line with the COVID 19 situation both nationally and locally. 
 
As we return from this period of Home Learning, the children’s mental health and well-being and happiness are our 
top priority. While there is much talk about the need for children to ‘catch up’ on the lost learning, we will take time 
to settle them in to school and ensure they have a happy transition back to learning in the classroom. As we start 
back, our focus in the classroom will be on nurture and wellbeing, giving children opportunities to reconnect with 
their friends and the whole school community and reflect on their experience of the last two months. We recognise 
that some children may be anxious as they return to school and staff will be on hand to support them. In the coming 
weeks we will gradually reintroduce the normal school routines and consolidate the learning they have done at 
home, before moving on with the next steps in their learning.  
 
We are aware that many of our families face a range of other difficulties arising from this lockdown and current 
situation with Covid. We would like you all to know that the staff of Winslow Church of England School are 
committed to supporting each and every one of our families. If you are experiencing difficulties of any sort, please 
contact us. You can speak to or message class teachers. You can ask for a call from: Mrs Thomas or Mrs Colmer as 
Designated Safeguarding Leads, Mrs Epps as Pupil Premium Lead, Mrs Rigby or Mrs Heal as Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Leads. We will try to help or put you in touch with people who can help. Please do not suffer or struggle 
on alone; we are here for you. 
 
 



 

 

Safety on the school site.  
 
It remains as important as ever that we all work together to keep each other safe when we are on the school site. 
Children will continue to remain in their small class bubbles, movement of staff between classes will continue to be 
restricted to protect our bubbles and all guidance we have been given will continue to be adhered to inside the 
school building. We have comprehensively reviewed the school risk assessments and, as previously, staff will follow 
these strictly. This is how we have successfully managed to minimise the impact of Covid on our school family to 
date.  
 
We will keep the staggered start and end of day that we established in the Autumn term, as this has been an 
effective way to reduce numbers of adults moving on the school site at any given point. Please see table below for 
details of your children’s timings and drop off points. 

 
We request that you arrive within your designated 10 minute slots and not any earlier. Please leave the school site 
as soon as your children are dismissed, unless you need to wait for your other children. If you are waiting for later 
drop off / collection times, please observe social distancing. At all times, maintain a minimum of 2m from anyone 
who is not in your close family group.  
 
We ask that children in years 4, 5 and 6 could be dropped at the main school gate in the morning, if parents are 
happy to do so. There are a number of staff outside each morning and the site is safe for children to walk around to 
their classroom from the gate. This could reduce the number of adults on site.  
 
The one-way system into and out of school will remain in place. This will be, as before, in through the front gate and 
out through the Elmfields Gate. 
 
Parents are still not able to come into school, but there are many ways you can communicate with us: to teachers in 
person or via ClassDojo, phone 01296 712296 or email the office office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk 
 
Face Coverings 
 
We still strongly recommend, for your own safety and to respect the safety of others, the wearing of face masks 
when on the school site, as there are such a large number of adults moving around the site for almost an hour. Staff 
will be wearing masks at all times in school when not directly teaching the children. Staff also have clear visors that 
they may wear within the classroom. 
 
If you need to move closer to speak to a member of staff, we would respectfully ask that you wear a face mask. Staff 
will do so as well, to keep you safe. At other times, please would you stand back from doors and gates to maintain 
distance for staff safety as well as your own. At this current time, if communication can be done by ClassDojo, email 
and telephone this would be better. 
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Keeping the school ventilated and the children warm.  
 
The guidance remains that classrooms should be kept well ventilated with open windows and/or doors. We must 
adhere to this guidance, but the last thing we want is cold children. While Spring is nearly upon us, it continues to be 
cold, so please dress children bearing in mind that windows will be open in classrooms. Extra layers of vests and T-
shirts under uniform will help; extra fleeces and jumpers over uniform will also help. We are happy to be flexible 
with uniform at this time. Staff have been asked to monitor the temperature in classrooms and report any difficulties 
to the senior leadership team. Please speak to your child’s classteacher if you have concerns.  
 
Please ensure children bring a warm coat to school each day for the remainder of the term. On PE days, children 
should wear their PE kit as in the Autumn term. 
 
Freshstart Hot Meals 
 
Freshstart have supplied the children in school with meals during the lockdown. They will continue to supply a daily 
selection of hot meals, jacket potatoes and sandwich lunches. Meals will be booked directly in the usual way and you 
will receive details separately on this 
 
What should I do if my child or a member of my household is showing symptoms? 
 
A key element of keeping the school environment safe for everyone, is to prevent exposure to coronavirus by 
isolating any child or adult who displays symptoms. Parents can help with this by making sure that children do not 
attend school if they, or somebody living in their house, displays symptoms of coronavirus. 
If a member of your household is showing any of the symptoms below, they should immediately arrange to have a 
Covid19 test. Everyone in the household, including children, is then required to begin to self-isolate for 10 days from 
onset of symptoms. If a negative test result is received, your child/ children may return to school. If a positive test 
result is received, then the period of 10 days self-isolation must be completed by every member of the house. 
 
Identified symptoms are: 
• a new persistent or continuous cough; 
• a high temperature (above 39°C); 
• loss of smell and/or taste. 
 
 
We are really looking forward to seeing everyone return to school on Monday 8th March. If you have any questions 
or concerns that have not been addressed in this letter please email in to school via the office email 
office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Cazz Colmer, Tracy Thomas and Katie Epps 
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