
Lesson 5 LO How important is our own Moon? 

In this lesson we look at our own closest neighbour in space. Find out a bit more about 

it and ask how important is it? 

Start: What do you know about our Moon? 5 minutes… answers at the end… 

1. How far away is it? 

2. How do we see it? 

3. When was it first visited by humans? 

4. How long does it take to orbit the Earth? 

5. Which Country last visited it? 

6. Anything else? 

Now, let’s see what else you can find out today. 

I’d like you to do some research and make up a report (mind map, fact file, non-

chronological, leaflet – P+) – NEW THINGS 

I’m going to give some ideas, some links and some materials…. However, you can also use 

your own ideas too… 

Report needs to have… 

 Title 

 Introduction 

 Sub-headings 

 Facts, explanations 

 Pictures & captions 

It needs to answer these questions at least … 

 Moon facts 

 How do we see the moon? 

 A diagram with the phases of the Moon. 

 Why is the Moon important to life on 

Earth? 

 Apollo 11’s Moon landing mission  

 

Plenary: What have you found out? Is the Moon interesting, important and crucial 

to life on Earth? 



 

Clips to watch & Information to check out…: 

 The Moon https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvw8q6f 

 The Moon and its orbit around Earth 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3jd7ty 

 Why do we have tides? - Forces of Nature with Brian Cox: Episode 2 - BBC One 

            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UZxzyOVJ8Q 

 Apollo 11 Moon landing: Everything you need to know  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48789792 

Starter Q&A – How many did you get correct? 

1. About 384,400 km/ 238,000 miles away 

2. We see it by reflected light 

3. 21st July 1969 Armstrong, Aldrin, Collins   USA Apollo 11 

4. Orbits Earth in about 27 – 29 days 

5. China 23 November 2020 Long March 5 

6. Anything else? Eg Only natural satellite. Moving away at about 3.8 cm per year.  

          Same face always towards Earth. NASA’s expeditions collected 840 lbs of  

         Moon rock 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvw8q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3jd7ty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UZxzyOVJ8Q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48789792


Lunar Phases 

From any location on the Earth, the Moon can be seen as a circular disk. Like the Earth, the Moon is 
a sphere which is always half illuminated by the Sun, but as the Moon orbits the Earth we get to see 
more or less of the illuminated half. During each lunar orbit (a lunar month), we see the Moon's 
appearance change from not visibly illuminated through partially illuminated to fully illuminated, 
then back through partially illuminated to not illuminated again. Although this cycle is a continuous 
process, it is often shown in stages, called phases.  

 

 

New Moon - The Moon's illuminated side is facing away from the Earth.  
The Moon is not visible (except during a solar eclipse). 

 

Waxing Crescent - The Moon appears to be partly but less than one-half 
illuminated by direct sunlight.  

The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is increasing. 

 

First Quarter – One half of the Moon appears to be illuminated by direct 
sunlight. The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is increasing. 

 

Waxing Gibbous - The Moon appears to be more than one-half but not 
fully illuminated by direct sunlight.  

The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is increasing. 

 

Full Moon - The Moon's illuminated side is facing the Earth.  
The Moon appears to be completely illuminated by direct sunlight. 

 

Waning Gibbous - The Moon appears to be more than one-half but not 
fully illuminated by direct sunlight.  

The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is decreasing. 

 

Last Quarter – One half of the Moon appears to be illuminated by direct 
sunlight.  

The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is decreasing. 

 

Waning Crescent - The Moon appears to be partly but less than one-half 
illuminated by direct sunlight.  

The fraction of the Moon's disk that is illuminated is decreasing. 


