
 

8th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Firstly, we would like to thank you for your patience and understanding as we begin a second period 
of remote learning.  The teachers have worked incredibly hard and quickly to ensure that a full 
programme of remote learning is already on the website, including a timetable for learning, 
worksheets and links to recorded provision and I have received many emails from parents expressing 
how grateful they are.  If you have not already seen our new page on the website, specifically set up 
to provide parents with detail of our Remote Education Provision, please do take a look -  
https://winslow.bucks.sch.uk/about-us/remote-education-provision-information-for-parents/.  
 
I attended the Executive Briefing for Headteachers and Chairs of Governors last night and thought it 
would be helpful to share with you some of the information communicated by the local authority 
regarding Remote Learning.  It is clear that there is a desire from a number of parents for live learning 
to be part of the provision given by primary schools.  However, it was made clear, that primary 
schools are not required to deliver live lessons for a number of reasons: 
 

 Many of our children share devices and live learning would disadvantage them as they would 
not all be able to access the video 

 Teachers have to balance their workload which includes face-to-face teaching as well as 
remote education and regular contact with pupils to check they are ok 

 Some live interaction may be planned but staff need training to ensure there is consistency 
across school 

 Each school is free to determine the nature of its remote learning. 

 Live lessons can be delivered but as a complement to other remote learning.  The latest 
guidance states that ‘Online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by teaching 
staff at the school: Oak National Academy lessons, for example, can be provided in lieu of 
schooled video content.’ 

 
This feedback is also supported by the latest report from the Education Endowment Fund published 
today, which also confirms “Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered”.   
 
Last April, we applied to the DfE for their funding for a remote learning platform, Outloook 365 at 
Winslow Church of England School, so that we could access to MS TEAMS This was finally provided on 
the last day of the autumn term!  We have had one hour of training so far (on INSET day) and hope to 
be able to use TEAMS to complement our offer of remote learning, but in the meantime we are in a 
period of transition between our current platforms (including Class Dojo) and TEAMS, so we would 

https://winslow.bucks.sch.uk/about-us/remote-education-provision-information-for-parents/


 

ask that parents bear with us.  Your child’s teacher will be sending you the details of your child’s login 
for TEAMS in the next few days.  
 
We have asked staff to make contact with your children, on TEAMS, next week.  As all very new to 
this platform, they will be trying out a few of the tools available with their classes, to begin the 
transition process and learn from each other. 
 
We do understand that the requirement of home learning will be challenging for our families.  We 
want you to know that, while we are providing work to replicate a full school day, covering all aspects 
of the curriculum, your child may not be able to complete everything that is set, for whatever reason. 
That is OK.  You're doing the best you can and should not feel guilty about what is just not possible. 
 
We are, of course, on hand to answer your questions, and guide and support you where needed.  Do 
remember that we have a page on the website - ‘Help during Coronavirus’ - for our families. There 
are a number of resources and useful tips, which parents found very useful during the last lockdown 
to support mental health and wellbeing.  
 
I hope this is helpful to you.  
 
With my best wishes 
 
 
 
Mrs Colmer 
Headteacher 
Winslow Church of England School 
 
 


