
 

10 December 2020 
 
Dear parents / carers 
 
I am sure that you will all now be aware of the government announcement on Tuesday for schools to 
consider closing on the 18th December. The guidance that has been issued is clear, that schools may 
consider voluntarily closing on the 18th December to ensure that, given the time it takes for Covid to 
present in individuals, any tracing activity that needs to be completed by a school will be closed by the 
23rd December. It is clear in the guidance that this is a voluntary choice presented to schools and there is 
no obligation for us to do this. 
 
We have also consulted with other local primary schools in the area and understand that nearly all are 
remaining open unless they had previously set an INSET day for the 18th.  TBS and RLS will also be 
remaining open, although we understand STF had always intended to be closed on the Friday and parents 
are aware. We understand that by remaining open, school leaders could be contacted on Christmas Eve to 
facilitate track and trace. However, we feel that to close school on Friday 18th, with such short notice for 
our families, would cause unwanted disruption for our parents.  We do not have INSET days that we can 
rearrange and feel that requiring children to complete home learning on the last day of term would be 
unhelpful, both to staff and parents! 
 
If your child should develop symptoms after school closes on Friday 18th, please get them tested.  If you 
receive a positive result, and they showed symptoms within 48 hours of the end of school (i.e.by 3pm on 
Sunday 20th December) you must contact school using the office email 
   office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk 
 
This is the only form of communication that will be monitored, so please do not contact staff via Class 
Dojo.  
 
I will check the office email between 9 and 10am each day from Saturday 19th to Thursday 24th December 
and send a ParentMail to any affected bubbles straight away. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
Cazz Colmer 
Headteacher 
Winslow Church of England School  
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