
 

 

 
 
Wednesday 23rd September. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are now in our third full week of being back in school. It is wonderful to have everyone back in their classes and 
to hear the happy buzz of children working and playing around the school again. We are so proud of the children for 
the way that they are all adapting so well to new arrangements we have put in place, new classes and new teachers. 
We would also like to pay tribute to all the staff for all the hard work they have put into setting up the school and 
their ongoing work in ensuring each day is happy for our children. Thanks to all of you also for all the adjustments 
you have needed to make on our return to school. 
 
As we have communicated to you earlier this term, we are continuing to refine our practices and procedures to 
ensure the safety of all our school community. The Senior Leadership Team, along with Mr Lawrence are regularly 
meeting and discussing our risk assessments and procedures to ensure maximum safety on and around the site. 
There are some changes that we now need to put in place and also some reminders that we would like to give. 
 
Arriving and leaving school 
Operating a one-way system and the staggered start and end times is working well from the point of view of limiting 
numbers of people in site at any one time. This makes it safer for all. For now, the staggered start and finish times 
will remain the same. We thank you all for your support in using the one-way system correctly, adhering to your 
staggered start and finish times and for keeping the one-way system moving by not lingering in the playgrounds. 
 
We have, however, noted that the exiting of parents and children from the front gate is a potential danger. Many 
cars are still being parked on the approach road to the school and this is adding a significant risk to exiting from this 
gate. The need to cross the small road next to the bungalows is an added danger as parents continue to use the 
parking area behind here, although it is not for public parking. Our staff have witnessed at least two near misses 
involving children and moving vehicles.  
 
As a result of assessing the risks, we need to make changes to provide a safer exit for all our children from the 
school. 
 
With effect from Thursday 24th September, the one-way system will operate in the following way;  

 Parents/children will enter via the pedestrian gate at the front of the school off Lowndes Way and proceed 
around to classes as now.  

 Exit from school will now be via the Elmfields Gate at the side of the school adjacent to the school woodland. 
Parents/children from all year groups should only exit via this gate. 

 We have chosen this gate as an exit because it is then a short walk back to Lowndes Way but is also close to 
the car parks in the town which we continue to encourage you to use if you are not in a position to walk. 

 No-one will be able to exit the school grounds via the front gate from Thursday. 



 

 

 The car park gates will now only be used if you have dropped one child and need to come back to drop 
another child in Year 1, Nursery or Treehouse. These parents only may go through the carpark to re-join the 
one-way system on the path by the carpark. 
Please note there will still be no parking or turning within school grounds at present. 
 

Reminders and guidance 

 Currently there is no requirement for parents to wear face coverings when on the school site. However, you 
may wish to do so as an extra safety measure and school are happy for you to do so. At present staff will not 
wear facemasks to greet the children as we think this is best for their happiness and wellbeing. 

 Remember the need for social distancing at all times. 

 Please remember the current rule of six when on school grounds which includes children and ensure that 
you do not cluster in larger groups when waiting for collection or drop off. 

 When waiting to collect children, please keep their siblings close to you and please do not allow them to run 
off and play around the school grounds.  

 The Jungle gym, wobbly bridge, and chain is taped off and not in use for play at present. 

 No bikes and scooters to be ridden on within the school grounds please. 
 

 
Hands, Face, Space 
The children are all adapting well to the hygiene rules and procedures they now need to follow. 
They are: 

 Washing hands on arrival, before and after eating, after playtimes and toilet. They are fast becoming experts 
in effective handwashing. Please let your child’s teacher know if they are suffering with sore hands. Although 
they will still need to wash their hands as frequently, we can accommodate you sending in a gentler soap 
and / or hand cream for just them to use. 

 Using a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze into and to “Catch it, bin it, kill it!” 

 Being encouraged to avoid touching their mouth, nose and eyes. This is a tricky one so please encourage this 
at home too. 

 Hand sanitiser is available in school. Our sanitiser has been assessed for safe use in the classroom. Please do 
not send in sanitiser with your child. 

 
We thank you once again for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Tracy Thomas 
Assistant Head Teacher 


