
 

Friday 15th May 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Following on from Sunday’s announcement from the Government and further guidance this week from the 
DfE, the team at Winslow have been working hard to consider what would be necessary to keep your 
children as safe as possible if school partially reopens.  It is our intention to open for four days per week for 
each class in Reception, year 1 and year 6 and Rainbows Nursery. On Friday, the school will only be open as 
at present to keyworker and vulnerable children, to allow us to give the school a thorough deep clean. This 
provision is dependent on the numbers of children, staff availability and the need to keep small groups of 
children separate from each other. 
 
We are all aware that Coronavirus has not gone away and that home feels the safest place for us all. We 
recognise and understand the level of anxiety that many people currently have and will support you if you 
choose to keep your child at home during this uncertain time.  We can reassure you that we will not be 
issuing any fines for parents who make this decision. 
 
We thought it might be helpful to share something of our plans for a partial reopening: 

 Reduce class sizes to a maximum of 15 – this is government guidance but we feel that a maximum 
of 10 is a safer option if possible.  

 Children would stay in the same group at all times with consistent staffing to reduce the risks for 
adults and children. 

 Classrooms will be rearranged to maximise space; children will sit one child per desk / zone at 2m 
distance. 

 Staff will maintain their distance from children also. 

 Families will be given allocated staggered school start and finish times to maximise social 
distancing; areas will be clearly marked to ensure social distancing during drop off and collection 
times. 

 No parent vehicles will be allowed on site at all including blue badge holders to ensure safety of 
pedestrians on site. 

 Parents are asked not to drive to school in order to preserve the benefits to the environment and 
avoid congestion around the main gates. 

 Entry to school will be via the main gates and a clearly marked one way system will operate on 
entry and exit. Other gates will remain locked at present. Social distancing must be observed by all 
adults on entry to the school site and on the playgrounds.  



 

 We expect that Fresh Start Catering will be providing packed lunch only from the start.  At this 
stage we are assuming that parents will be able to order as before from the Fresh Start website.  
For Free School Meal parents, you will still need to order a lunch on the website and you will not be 
eligible for Edenred vouchers on the days you have booked a lunch for your child.    Alternatively 
your child can bring in a packed lunch. 

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered and children will not mix with children in other groups 
when playing outside. Children will be kept in their set class groups at all times. Lunches will be 
eaten in classrooms. In the same way staff will remain with their one group of children and not mix 
with other children or staff.  

 If children need close care for first aid or other reasons, staff will use protective equipment(PPE) 
such as  masks, aprons and gloves to protect themselves and the children. 

 Parents will not be allowed into the school building; if you need to speak with a member of staff 
please use class dojo, emergency email  (emergency.winslow@bucksgfl.org.uk) which will be 
regularly monitored. You can also telephone school but please be aware that staff restrictions 
mean there might not always be an immediate answer.  These practices are to keep everyone safe. 

 
Cleaning 

 Classrooms will have previously been deep cleaned prior to opening. 

 Staff will be vigilant in ensuring children wash their hands regularly and carefully at the start and 
end of the day as well as during the day.  

 Staff will be vigilant in their own handwashing regime throughout the day. 

 Children will use the toilets one at a time and must wash their hands afterwards. There will cleaning 
of toilets in the middle of the day as well as at the end of each day. 

 Children must have their own equipment such as pencils, glue sticks and scissors – these will be in 
named bags to be kept at school and must not be shared. Pencil cases must not be brought into 
school. 

 Children will need to bring in their own named water bottle in the classroom and take it home for 
washing each day. 

 Classrooms will be cleaned every day and deep cleaned on a Friday. 

 Tables will be cleaned frequently and at least daily with anti-bacterial spray. 

 Soft toys, soft furnishings and dressing up clothes will be removed from the classrooms. Toys and 
equipment will be sprayed with anti-bacterial spray between each group’s use. Toys will be used in 
rotation, so that after use on one day they will be cleaned and not used for 6 days to ensure risks 
are reduced. 

 Outdoor equipment will allocated to each group for its use only. 

 Any library / reading books returned will be kept in a separate box and will not be available for use 
for 7 days to ensure risks are reduced. 

 
Shielding 

 If your child is clinically vulnerable and has health issues, please don’t bring them back to school 

 If a member in your family is shielding, please don’t bring your child back. 

 We cannot guaranteed social distancing for your children – children are children and will forget at 
times.  We will do our best and remind them to stay apart as much as possible. 

 
Home School Learning 

 Teachers will continue to upload our home school learning each week.   

 We plan that groups will have the opportunity to complete some of their tasks at school 

 We will focus on the well-being of the children as this comes above anything else 
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 For children staying at home, home school learning will continue through Class Dojo, Purplemash 
etc. 

 The support our teachers have given to parents and pupils will continue for all whether learning at 
home all week or having a mix of in school and home learning. 

 
Symptoms 

 If your child has symptoms in school, the same government guidelines apply.  They will be sent 
immediately to the little room in KS1 with their belongings. An adult will remain just outside the 
room with them for reassurance. 

 The admin team will be informed via telephone that you need calling for immediate collection of 
your child from the side classroom door near front entrance. 

 Your child will need to self-isolate for 7 days; if someone in the family develops symptoms the 
whole family would need to self-isolate for a further 14 days unless they receive a negative test. 

 If your child has been unwell in school and then tests positive for covid-19, you must inform the 
school immediately.  In this situation, the whole group and the teacher will be asked to self-isolate 
for 14 days. 

 
We will operate on a two weekly cycle; if during the first 2 weeks, you decide that you want your child to 
come into school, we would need to know by the end of the first week of the cycle to give us sufficient 
time to check staffing levels and organise additional classes in school as required.  
For example, if you have told us that your child is not returning to school on 1st June and you change your 
mind on or after the 1st of June, we must be told your wishes by the end of that week, 5th June, and your 
child will be able to come back in to school from 15th June. Requests after that date would not be 
accepted. 
 
Thank you if you have already let us know your decision. For those of you who indicated a ‘maybe’ we now 
urgently need to know whether you are a yes or a no. Please let us know your final decision by Tuesday 
19th May to help us make the necessary arrangements by emailing emergency.winslow@bucksgfl.org.uk.   
 
We hope that this information enables you to make an informed decision regarding any possible return.   
 
With our best wishes 
Keep safe 
 
Mrs Colmer and the Senior Leadership Team at Winslow Church of England School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


