
Balanced arguments

• In school, this term, we would have been looking at balanced 
arguments and how to write them.

• For the next few weeks we are going to do a very similar 
thing.

• Look through the power point and have a go at the task at 
the end.



What is a balanced argument?

• A balanced argument is a discussion about a topic which has 
two sides.

• There is often a ‘for’ side and an ‘against’ side to these 
debates.

• In many cases a balanced argument starts with a question. 
It could also start with a simple statement which some 
people agree with and others do not.



For

• The ‘for’ side of the argument means you agree with the 
starting question or statement.

• You may want to think of this as meaning yes.

• E.g. Should we eat a balanced diet? 
• If you are for this you would think yes we should.



Against

• When some one is ‘against’ in an argument it means they do 
not agree with the statement or question.

• This can also be seen as answering a question with no.

• E.g. Should we start wearing shoes on our hands?
• If you are against this you would think no we shouldn’t.



Some examples of balanced argument 
topics

• Should all homework be banned?

• Should children wear school uniforms?

• Should animals be kept in zoos?

• Should animals be able to speak to humans?

• Should all school meals be free?



P. A. T for a balanced argument. 

• Purpose: To persuade

• Audience: Adults with authority to make a change

• Type: Persuasive writing in the form of a balanced argument 
(non-fiction)



IPEELL

• Introduction – Explains what the argument is about and gives 
brief details about the reasons for both sides

• Points and Explanation – Explain the reasons for and against in a 
way which answers the question, making sure to keep the 
argument balanced e.g two reasons for and two reasons against

• Ending – A conclusion to sum up what has been discussed and give 
your side of the argument

• Links/Language – Written in third person and present tense. 
Language should be formal and technical with fronted adverbials 
and conjunctions.



Features of a balanced argument

• Starts with a question.

• Has equal ‘for’ and ‘against’ points

• Uses third person

• Uses present tense

• Includes facts

• Technical vocabulary (words relating mostly to that topic)

• Conclusion (ending) gives the writer’s opinion.

• Fronted adverbials and conjunctions



Today’s Task

• Look at the balanced argument topic questions on your 
worksheet.

• Decide if you are ‘for’ (yes) or ‘against’ (no) and tick the correct 
column.

• Give at least one reason for your choice.

• Extra challenge: Choose one of the questions and think of a 
reason for the other side of the argument.


