
 

 

Tuesday 9th June. 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have now started our final half term of this academic year, with a small number of children now 
working in school but most of our school community continuing to work at home. As a school we are 
working towards the hope that we could all be back together by September. At this time, if your child is 
currently in Reception or Years 1-5, they will move on to a new class and in most cases a new teacher and 
classroom. We know that, while it is an exciting time, the move to a new class can also be a worry for many 
of our children. 
 
This would normally be the time that we would be preparing our children for their move to their next year 
group. In “normal times” the children would have opportunities to spend time with their new teacher/s, 
there would be meetings between teachers to hand on information, as well as information meetings and 
opportunities for you to meet the new teacher/s for your child. This year we have been thinking creatively 
about how we can support children with this transition. In this letter we will outline the plan that we have 
in place to ensure this transition is made smoothly and happily. 
 
Tomorrow you will receive a letter which will inform you of your child’s year group and class teacher for 
next year. This will be sent to you via ClassDojo by your child’s current teacher so please keep an eye out 
for this message. Please share this information with your child. 
 
Following on from this, we will be setting up new ClassDojo groups for each year group and you will receive 
an email message asking you to join a new ClassDojo group. You will still be a part of the current ClassDojo 
and your ability to communicate your child’s current class teacher will not be affected.  
 
The new ClassDojo group will not be a place for setting work. We will use this new group as a forum for 
posting pictures, information and videos of the teaching team so your child can get to know them. We will 
post videos of the classrooms so that your children are familiar with the room they will be learning in next 
year. There will be information posts about the year ahead, as well as opportunities for you to ask and for 
us to answer your questions. You will be able to privately message your child’s new teacher also. We will 
try not to overwhelm you as you will still have the current ClassDojo to look at as well. We may only put 
one or two things on here each week to slowly help the children find out about their new year group and 
be ready for the transition. 
 
 



 

 

As we will not have the usual opportunities to chat informally in the playground with you or arrange face 
to face meetings, we are creating a questionnaire to send to you so that you can tell us all about your child. 
We recognise that you are the people who know your child the best of all and the information we can 
gather from you is invaluable. This will be your chance to tell us about their likes and dislikes, strengths and 
areas of difficulty, hobbies, friendships, best ways of learning, hopes and worries for the year ahead. 
 
Later, towards the end of June, we will offer the opportunity for you to receive a phone call from your 
child’s new class teacher if you feel this would be useful.  
 
Behind the scenes current teachers and LSAs, who work with your child at the moment, will be meeting via 
Zoom or having telephone calls with the new teachers to pass on all the important information we have 
about your child. Written records will also be passed on. For our SEND and more vulnerable children, this 
will be enhanced by ensuring that all the adults who work with them are involved in passing on 
information. Mrs Rigby, our SENDCo, will be an important part of this process too. 
 
The end of term would normally be a time when we say goodbye to our current classes and celebrate 
together a successful and happy year. This year, for many of our school community,  it may have to be 
done remotely. In September however, we hope to arrange an afternoon when children can return to their 
previous class teacher for a picnic or something similar, to have a chance to say goodbye and celebrate this 
year together. 
 
For those of you who also have a child in Year 6, we will be sending you a separate letter with information 
about our support for your child’s transition to their new school and the opportunity they will have to say 
goodbye to the school, their teachers and some of their friends. 
 
 We look forward to working with you over the next few weeks to prepare your child for the next step in 
their journey through Winslow Church of England School. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Tracy Thomas 
Assistant Head Teacher 


