
Parent Mail 20th March 2020 – School Closure 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

By now you will have heard the Government’s latest announcement regarding school closures on 

Friday 20th March at 3.15pm. 

The guidance from government is clear: If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the 

chance of the virus spreading. It goes without saying that fewer children making the journey to 

school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread 

and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. The government has asked schools to provide care 

for a limited number of children – a maximum of 20% - around 70 of our children. 

This may require us to prioritise which pupils receive an offer, according to greatest need. That is 

why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and 

asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. Our provision 

will be about care, not education,  keeping children safe and allowing key workers to go to work and 

care for the sick, or to keep food supply chains moving. 

Overnight, the list of critical key workers was released and has been considerably extended. (Please 

see our website which lists these in detail).  Children with at least one parent or carer who are 

identified as critical workers by the government can send their children to school if required.  Many 

parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child 

who can be safely cared for at home should be. 

In order for us to build a register of children who will need to continue at school, we would 

appreciate it if you would complete the attached form by return, indicating the sector in which you 

are a key worker and the days on which you will require provision for your child/children.  Please 

complete the form even if you have already notified us as we need to compile a more detailed 

record of need. 

As the situation develops the school will be taking a phased approach: 

1. The next two weeks 

2. Easter holidays 

3. The summer term. 

There is a very real sense of ‘managing the best we can’ with the staff available. It remains the case 

that if we do not have enough staff to care for pupils safely (even based on the new ‘reduced 

provision’ approach’) then, subject to a risk assessment and consultation with the chair of governors, 

a full or partial closure may be necessary. We will review the situation daily. 

Thank you to all who are working hard to support our community and the most vulnerable in our 

society; especially those in the NHS. 

  

Take care, 

 

Cazz Colmer 

Headteacher 

Winslow Church of England School 



 


