
 Dear parents and carers, 

We wanted to send out a newsletter at this time, to touch 
base with our community and remind you that we are 
here for you. School remains open to enable those    
parents who are critical keyworkers to continue at work, 
and we are trying to keep contact with all our parents 
through class dojo and phone calls. Apologies if you feel overloaded from 

time to time as we try to arrange registers and rotas, and engage with the children in our 
classes. 

We are all facing uncertain times due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The situation is          
constantly changing and is impacting on many different aspects of our lives.  We know that 
this will cause a lot worry and stress for people. Having children and young people at home, 
often when people are  trying to work themselves, adds another layer of pressure. As a   
result, it is even more important than usual that we consider not only our physical health but 
also our mental health. 

Feeling concerned and anxious is entirely normal when we’re faced with such an unusual 
situation. Taking care of our mental health and well-being will allow us to be in a better     
position to support ourselves and others to cope with the challenges we face. 

We have produced a Wellbeing leaflet which has some useful tips - you can access it on the 
school website via latest news on the parents page if you haven’t already seen it on the 
whole school class dojo. Hoping this will be helpful! 

From all of us at school,  keep safe! 

…Cazz Colmer ~Headteacher 

A message from the Chair of Governors  

Following the closure of the school to most children, the school’s governors have been 
keeping in close touch with Mrs Colmer and her team about the emergency arrangements 
that they have put in place. The positive way that all the staff have responded in these        
worrying times for everyone has to be commended.  

The teachers and LSAs have worked really hard to keep all the children actively engaged, 
both at home and, for a small group of children including those of key workers, in school. At 
the same time we must not underestimate the impact the virus is having on them personally 
and their families, as it is for everyone. 

To all the team at the school a big “thank you”! 

The governors also hope that you and your families keep well and stay safe during these 
unprecedented times. 

 

Chair of Governors 

 



                                                               Rainbows Nursery  
 
Rainbows children have been busy creating Rainbows for their windows. We have had some wonderful    photographs 

sent in of baking, bike riding, planting flowers and many more activities. I have sent the children daily activities via the 

class dojo.. A highlight has been a indoor scavenger hunt, the children have been    encouraged to follow instructions 

from members in their family which will develop their listening. The children have also been set Maths and English  

activities on Education City which is having positive  feedback.  

 Year 2 
It has been amazing to see everyone being so positive and keeping spirits high during this time! 
Before school closed, we all made special rainbows, this included the children who were still at school and the children 
who were at home joined in via dojo. These are a reminder that we are all thinking of each-other! The children placed 
them in their windows so that when they go for a walk, they might be able to spot some rainbows, keep a look out!  
Children still in school and children at home are all working incredibly hard completing the work set on my maths and 
purple mash. I have read some brilliant reports all about the rainforest and seen some beautiful artwork on ‘2paint a  
picture’.  
It is wonderful to see Year 2 having lots of fun with their home learning! Some children have been building dens, forts, 
baking cakes, climbing trees and making artwork using objects from nature. It’s great that children have been doing lots 
of exercise too, playing football in the garden, cosmic kids yoga and the Joe Wicks workouts on YouTube. I can confirm 
that they are great fun, give them a try!  Also, I have been reading stories on class dojo and we all enjoyed the Tale of 
Peter Rabbit together (all be it virtually). Well done to Year 2 and parents for all that you are doing. Stay safe, keep    
smiling and have a happy Easter.  

 
 
 
 

Year 1 
                     

 

Year 1 have been super busy with their learning at home! They have been working hard 
on My Maths and a new country project on Purple Mash. Everyday our ClassDojos are 
almost as busy as our classrooms with the children sending in lots of smiley pictures, 
videos and lovely work. These are all spreading lots of big smiles to the teachers too! 

In 1TW Mrs Walker and Mrs Curtis have read a few stories to the children by posting 
videos on our ClassDojo. They have been doing lots of things; baking, cleaning cars, 
PE with Joe Wicks plus basketball and tennis, colouring and drawing beautiful pictures. 
Mrs Thomas even had a video of Leo reading for her.  

In 1YM, we have also been very busy with different activities at home; observing crystals 
grow, designing and making chocolate bars, yoga, outside maths, coin rubbing and lots 
more. We have even had the pleasure of Mrs Hedges making an appearance on 
ClassDojo - playing the guitar and singing our Australian animal song for us! 

Reception Class  
 
The parents and teachers have been in contact through class Dojo this week. We have been 
lucky enough to see some examples of lovely work going on at home; spring pictures, letters 
to friends, rainbow peg charts and playing games to help with learning letter sounds. 
 
The teachers have been reading stories and posting them on Class Dojo for the children to 
listen to whenever they want and some children have these at bedtime. 
 

We are attaching a small task that links to the story, such as making a gingerbread man, writing rhyming words or   
painting pictures. We will send some weekly, optional home learning challenges each week that may give you a few 
more ideas on how to support learning at this time. 



      Year 5 
We would firstly like to congratulate all of you for your hard work and positivity over the recent 
weeks and days! Year 5 have been creating some exceptional pieces of work using Purple 
Mash and getting competitive on Times Tables Rockstars—it is very close between the two 
classes at this precise time! 
Our topic, Water World USA has focused on rivers and the children have produced some  
excellent information texts on the journey of a river. Mr Boyer and Miss Greenhill have also 
been kept busy playing the 3D maze games the children have created as part of our Game 
Maker project in Computing. 
 Mr Boyer says that he really enjoyed working with some of you in 
School last Monday. He’s really enjoying seeing your work on     Pur-
ple Mash, swapping emails and says that he can’t keep up with Joe 
Wicks for very long.  

We are loving seeing your fabulous home working too—thanks to Clayton and his 
brother for this amazing banner! 
We wish you all a safe and happy Easter and look forward to seeing you all again as 
soon as possible.  

Year 6 
Year 6 have had a productive first week at home doing a mixture of home learning and other         
exciting things. Linking to our ‘Mayans and Chocolate’ spring topic, several children have been busy 
making Mayan chocolate cakes. They have also been busy making the most of the lovely weather 
and have been gardening. Seeds have been planted, rose bushes and even a greenhouse has 
been built!  

Year 4 
The children and parents alike of Year 4 have been working extremely hard at home and in school 
completing a range of tasks on MyMaths, Purple Mash and continuing to work incredibly hard on TT 
Rockstars. In addition to this, we wanted to share with you some of fantastic, creative and            
interesting activities the children have been doing at home. It is amazing to see the children having 
lots of fun whilst also hearing how much they are aching from their daily Joe Wick’s P.E lessons!  
Finally, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for remaining so positive during this time. 
We wish you all a safe and happy Easter and look forward to seeing you all again soon!  

Year 3 
 

Year 3 have started their home learning with a fantastic attitude. We have 
heard of children doing many activities to develop their knowledge and learn 
new skills including building a chicken coop, learning to climb trees safely and 
making nature models. The children have been discovering facts about their 
favourite authors and practising their typing skills through Purple Mash. We 
have been receiving brilliant updates through 2email from many of the       
children as part of our next ICT unit. Those children who have been in school 
on some days have had the opportunity to make BFG dream catchers and go 
on a scavenger hunt around the playground. We look forward to hearing more 
about all the children’s incredible adventures. 



Library  
It is very frustrating not being able to open our wonderful school library, but it is a great opportunity to spend 
time reading, I hope you are all enjoying it. 
All children who were in school last Thursday and Friday were given the opportunity to borrow up to 4 books.  
If you would like to check which books your child has on loan please go to Junior librarian.  
https://u004507.microlibrarian.net/ 
Login using your child's library number as their username and again as their password. You will find My 
Books in the My Account box on the top left of the screen. 
Children can also use this site to write reviews on books they have read, I look forward to reading these. 
I am delighted to see that lots of children are doing Accelerated Reader quizzes. Some people have had 
problems with the link I put on Class Dojo, please use this version instead. 
https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2233402/ 
Your child should login in the same way as they do at school (user name is 1st initial and 1st 4 letters of sur-
name, password is their library number) 
In case you run out of books, I have been looking at some of the free e books available for children. The ones 
I have found easiest to access are: 
Myon   https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/search.html which has over 6000 titles available, including 176 with 
Accelerated Reader quizzes. Just enter Accelerated Reader in the search box. 
I also like Oxford Owl https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/ which includes the Oxford Reading 
Tree reading scheme books. 
If you have any problems logging on to Junior Librarian, or Accelerated Reader or if you think I can help in 
any way with your child's reading please don't hesitate to contact me. 
jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk 
 
Jill White 

Food bank 

 

A massive thank you to every pupil and family who donated items on the last day of school for 
Winslow Foodbank.  We had over two supermarket trolleys full of items. 

If you are in desperate need of food or in isolation and can't get to the shops, the Winslow Food-
bank is well stocked with volunteers making deliveries and can be contacted via Jo Anderson on 
07803 942687. 

Lunches for children in school 
 
 

All children attending school must bring a packed lunch and a water bottle in with them every 
day.  Sadly, Fresh Start Catering have had to suspend meal preparation in schools but we must say 
a huge thank you to Joleen and Robbie who carried on the hot meal service for the first week of 
school closure.  

Keeping your families’ safe 
 

 Please only come to school when absolutely necessary and keep your distance from other    
families and staff - at least 2 metres/6 feet 

 Wait by the noticeboard outside Reception to collect your children. 

 What parents can do: 

 Talk to your  children about coronavirus (COVID-19), social distancing and hand washing 

 Follow the government's guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 

 Do not gather at entrances or in playgrounds, and model social distancing so that you children 
learn good practice. 

School support during closure 
 

A reminder that we have set up the following email address which is monitored daily by the senior 
leadership team.  If you have an urgent issue or query, please contact the school on                  
emergency.winslow@bucksgfl.org.uk. 

https://u004507.microlibrarian.net/
https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2233402/
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/search.html
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/
mailto:jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk


Talking to your children about the  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 

We may want to protect children from difficult topics but 
they are more likely to worry when kept in the dark. Most 
children and teenagers will be aware of what is happening 
but may not have all the facts they need to understand it.   

Here are some tips to help you talk about Coronavirus with 
your child: 

 Take time to talk and listen. Be clear that you are   
happy to answer any questions that they have. Be led by your child as they may not be that   
interested or want to know everything all at once. Try to answer any questions honestly but 
keep things in context, for example “Sadly, some people do die, but the vast majority of people 
will recover, and children seem to be only mildly affected”. 

 Reassure them that their own risk is very low but that we all need to ‘do our bit’ to look after   
people who might be very unwell. Underline how helpful they are being by following the rules 
about hygiene and social distancing. 

 Give positive messages about everything you are doing as a family to keep yourselves safe. 
Talk about all the work people around the world are doing to find treatments and a vaccine. 

 Give children an opportunity to talk about their feelings. Our instinct might be to ‘make it all     
better’, but it is normal to feel scared, sad and angry in the face of what’s happening. Tell them 
that what is happening is not normal but that their feelings are. Reassure them that it is the 
adults’ job to make sure things are OK and to keep them safe! 

 

Caring for your child’s mental 
health!  

 
Please supervise children with screen! 
 
‘It is likely that children and young people will be using 
screens more often over the coming weeks, eg. Phones, 
tablets, gaming consoles and the internet. If this is the 
case make sure they are supervised.  Ensure appropriate 
content filters are active – the UK Safer Internet Centre offers guidance on setting up parental    
control.  Try to ensure all children have a   balanced range of activities each day.  Involve children 
and young people in these discussions so that they feel part of the plan.’ 

(Advice from DECP – Division of Educational and Child Psychology) 

Special education needs  

If you have any concerns, or would like any help or support relating to your child's special           
educational needs during this time, please  contact our SENDCo, Mrs Kate Rigby, by emailing her 
at: krigby2@bucksgfl.org.uk 
You may also find the following links useful: 
Educational resources for families at home 
Advice and Support for families  

https://www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/kb5/buckinghamshire/fsd/advice.page?id=xdHhJkvh6bI
https://www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/kb5/buckinghamshire/fsd/advice.page?id=latj7cuzkbk

