
 Christmas is nearly upon us - as I write to you all there are only 9 school 

days left!  Once again, our autumn term has been really busy! We have had 

lots of open days for our Rainbows Nursery and Reception classes and      

been delighted to see new children joining classes across both key stages.  

The school is growing! 

It has been lovely to welcome you into school for our Stay & Read and    

Reasoning workshops for parents.  The Take One Picture Exhibition was  

another highlight and as usual, our children created some incredible work inspired by 

George Bellows’ ‘Men of the Docks’.  Thank you also for your support of our FOWS Christ-

mas Fayre which was a great success and raises so much money for the school. 

As we return in the Spring, we are very excited to welcome Freshstart as our new  provider 

of school lunches.  Those who attended the ‘tasting session’ were very impressed by the 

quality and I know the children will notice a difference!  We are saying ‘goodbye’ to          

Exposure Sport at Christmas and want to thank them for the PE sessions, after-school 

clubs and holiday clubs which they have provided for our children.  In January we welcome 

’Future Games’ to Winslow.  Initially, they will be upskilling staff in PE, helping with 

lunchtime activities and leading a different after-school club each day including KS1 & 2 

football, gymnastics and Future Sports for KS1 & 2 (including nerf guns, archery, fencing, 

dodgeball and tri golf, ). Please see your  ParentMail for booking details. 

In closing, please remember we come back to school on Tuesday 7th January as the Mon-

day is INSET.  All of us at Winslow Church of England School would like to wish you and 

your families a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.   …Cazz Colmer ~Headteacher 

January 
 Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17  Young Voices 

Choir in Birmingham 

18 19 

20 21 Year 3 Church  

Worship 9.30am 

(Parents invited) 

22 SATS Meeting for 

parents: Year 2: 5pm 

Year 6: 6pm 

23 24  Stay & Write KS2 

9-9.30am in classes 

9.30-10am IPEELL 

Writing Strategy (hall) 

25 26 

27 Parent Evening 

Rec/KS1 5-7.30pm 

28 Parent Evening 

KS2 5-7.30pm 

29 Parent Evening 

Rec/KS1 (+6KEP) 

30 Parent Evening 

KS2 3.30-6pm (not 

31 1 2 

3 4 Rainbows Nursery 

Open Day 9.30-

10.30am 

5 6 Year 5 visit to 

Church and 

Keach’s Chapel 

7  8 9 

10 Cinema After-

noon (FOWS) 

11 12 13 14 MUFTI Day 

(FOWS) 

  



Library 

 

At our  pre Christmas reading assemblies children were introduced to the Icelandic tradition of      

exchanging and reading books on Christmas Eve.  Each class was given a wrapped book to share 

before the end of term.  We also set the children the challenge of encouraging their family to turn off 

screens over Christmas and enjoy cosy time reading a book together. I would love to hear about the 

books children share with you over the holidays.  

 

Don’t forget that the library is open after school on Fridays, I am always pleased to see you and very 

happy for you to contact me with any queries or suggestions. 

Jill White  

                                  Poppy Appeal 2019 

We are delighted to say our pupils raised £276.09 this year for the Royal Legion. 

Thank you.  

School Food Bank 

A big thanks to Tesco in Buckingham for donating one of their trollies for  our school food bank.  The 

food bank hasn’t been used as much as we had hoped so we have given the donated items to the 

Winslow food bank for distribution. In return , they have provided school office with referral vouchers 

so please see us in confidence if you would welcome one. 

Thank you to Winslow Lions and the Winslow Show! 

A big thank you to Winslow Lions for their kind donation of £200  following the Fireworks event  held 

at school this year. It was a great success, despite the poor weather, and Lions intend to hold thei 

Firework celebration at school again next year! 

Thank you also to the Winslow Show for their kind donation of £100 towards the planters at the front 

of school.   

We are very grateful to all within the community who support us in so many ways. 

                                           Tesco Bags of Help! 

We’re delighted to that our application to the Tesco Bags of Help grant 

scheme has been successful and our Sensory Garden project will be put  

forward to a customer vote in Tesco stores during January, February and 

March 2020 .  The project winning the highest number of votes will receive 

£2000.  Please support us by giving your blue token to the Winslow Church 

of England School project when you shop at Tesco in   Buckingham! Thank you! 

Winslow Artists! 

Over half term, Tesco ran a colouring competition within school; the winners were awarded selection 

boxes in assembly last week and the artwork will be displayed in Buckingham Tesco very shortly.  

Do take a look! 

Year 3 pupils also took part in a colouring competition run by ‘Home Instead.’  Congratulations to 

Serentity Hornsey for her winning entry.  She received a voucher for £50 and the school were     

generously given a donation of £25. 



                                                        Rainbows Nursery News  
 

Rainbows have had a super half term. They have loved learning about horses and Primrose even 

had her pony join us at school. “Black had big hooves”- Grace. 

 

Christmas in Rainbows has been very sparkly and the children were fantastic during their            

performance of A Christmas Recipe. We have loved making shiny star biscuits and have bakers in 

the making. I am so proud of how all the children have adapted to their new teachers and wish you 

all a fantastic Christmas. Mrs Gibbons. 

Year 2 
 
We have had a brilliant time in Year 2 this term! We have    
thoroughly enjoyed our topic about Neil Armstrong, we 
made a fact file all about him and created moons for our art 
project.  
 
I have been so impressed with the children’s story writing 
this term, their imagination and creativity has flourished.   
 
The children worked incredibly hard to learn songs and 
their lines for the Christmas play; it was absolutely fantastic! 
 
Year 2 had a wonderful day wearing Christmas jumpers and doing Christmas activities.  

Year 1 
 

Year 1 have enjoyed learning about the UK this 
term. We can name the countries of the UK and 
their capital cities. We learned a lot more about 
London. For their Learning Log homework this 
term the children made these spectacular  
models of famous London landmarks.  
 
Some rather troublesome elves have joined us in Year 1 for December 
and have been causing lots of trouble! However the elf in 1TW brought 
some hot chocolate, marshmallows and cookies from Santa for us to enjoy 
with our class books from Mrs White and Mrs Epps yesterday.  

Reception Class  
 

Wow! What a whirlwind this half term has been for the children and teachers 
in Reception. We have been learning our Christmas Play songs extremely 
well and performed them beautifully to the school and to parents this week. 
All the cast were amazing and we were all extremely proud of how confident 
they were on stage.   
In the classroom we have been very Christmassy—decorating our class-
room so it looks like Father Christmas’ Grotto! Elf wrapping station, Christ-
mas card writing, nativity role-play, puppet shows, salt dough decorations are just some of the activi-
ties going on.  
The activities we have been doing have been driven by the interests of the class—I wonder what we 
will be doing next year? Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.     



Year 3 
 

Year 3 have had a fantastic half term following the adventures of Stig 
around the school. They have been sent on adventures and             
investigations to find out what the mysterious person has been up to 
during his stay. As part of this the children have created some          
incredible newspaper articles, showing their true potential as writers. 
The children are very excited to see what is to come after Christmas 
and have even made their own suggestions as to what is next.  
 
We have had a lovely first term in Year 3. A very well done to all     
children and we look forward to the rest of the year.   

Year 4 
 

Year 4 have worked extremely hard this term to produce their annual 
Christmas Production. The children were dedicated to each rehearsal and 
put so much effort into learning their lines. We spent many afternoons  
organising staging and practising how to deliver their lines loudly with   
expression. All the staff in Year 4 are extremely proud of how well the     
children performed.  
 
Tis term, the children have produced excellent pieces of writing for our 
Instructions unit and Persuasive Writing unit and we also had fantastic 
work on display in the Take One Picture Gallery. Well done for an excellent term!    

Year 5 
 

In year 5 we have been enjoying practising for our Christmas Carol Concert. This involves: singing, 
speaking and musicians playing Christmas songs. It will take place at the church. However, we have 
also been working on Gorge Bellows’ Men of the Docks for Take One Picture Week. For this picture 
we created different collages and we looked at the boat as if it were the Titanic. We also wrote a   
diary entry of our first impressions of the massive ship. We have enjoyed 
the first term of year 5 and are looking forward to the next.   

                           By Daniel C and India Sharp.  
 

Paper aeroplanes helped investigate forces  
during a fantastic outdoor learning day.  

 
Some superb investigative reporting in search of 

the facts for a lighthouse news report. 

Year 6 
. 
We have really enjoyed our WW2 History topic this term. Our highlights have been 

our year group visit to Bletchley Park where we took part in a code-breaking work-

shop and even got to touch a real Enigma machine!  

 

Our Evacuee themed day was also a great success: we interviewed Mrs 

Chapman and Mr Heath to hear about their war time memories. We also 

made some carrot cookies and practised darning socks! We are now     

practising for our Year 6 Christmas Church performance. We look forward to sharing this with our 

parents on Monday 16th December at 2.00 p.m.  



ALDI’s TEAM GB KIT FOR SCHOOLS 

We just wanted to say a huge thank you to for    

helping us with the collection of stickers for Aldi's Kit 

for Schools this year! We managed to completed 

two posters in the permitted time! 

 
For every poster submitted, we will receive a school 

sports kit during the Spring term, containing lots of 

goodies to keep our pupils active. These include balls, bibs, cones, egg and spoon kits, batons 

and more! 

Fresh Start Catering   

Those parents who he parents who attended the Fresh Start Catering presentations on 27th     
November enjoyed a taster of the of savoury and sweet dishes that Fresh 
Start will be providing for our school lunches from January.     

Meals will be cooked in our kitchen and ingredients sourced locally. Meals 
will be available at £2.30, ordered directly with Fresh Start Catering on their 
website  Registration letters will be sent out once the Spring Term menu is 
live on the Fresh Start Catering website. Even if your child does not want a 
school lunch to begin with, still register on the Fresh Start Catering website, because if you require 
a meal in an emergency then we will not be able to provide one if the child is not registered. 

JOIN OUR FIGHT AGAINST FLU THIS WINTER 

 
All primary school aged children are offered a free flu immunisation and it’s the best way to protect 
your whole family from illness this winter.  Children from Reception all the way up to Year 6 are  
offered a simple nasal spray at school as part of a national NHS programme. Your child may have 
already had theirs or will be having it in the next few weeks. 
 
As your children get older you may feel they have a better immunity and so don’t need to have the 
vaccine but research shows that children up to age 11 are still more likely to suffer from potentially 
serious complications from the flu virus. 
 
Children in this age group are also more likely to spread the illness to others. By making sure your 
child takes advantage of the free nasal spray being offered to them at school, you are not only    
giving them the best protection possible but also other members of your family. This can include 
older relatives and those with long term health conditions who may be more vulnerable to suffering 
from complications should they fall ill.  If you missed out on the chance for your child to get the   
nasal spray at school, you can book an appointment with your GP and it could also be a great    
opportunity to get any younger children have immunised too. Children aged from 2 upwards can 
also have the free vaccine in the form of the nasal spray, you just need to book an appointment at 
your GP’s surgery 
 
Flu can be a horrible illness for anyone, give your children the best protection possible by making 
sure they have the vaccine as soon as possible.  For more information visit: www.nhs.co.uk/flu 



Training Days 2019/20 

                  Monday 6th January, Monday 20th July,  Tuesday 21st July  

Training Days 2020 /21 

Tuesday 1st September, Wednesday 2nd September,  Monday 2nd November,                      

   Monday 4th January 2021, Monday 7th June 2021 

School Office News 

Parking: Please can we remind parents not to park across the driveways of our local        
residents. Some of our neighbours are elderly and need access at all times in case of emergency. 
Where parents have been inconsiderate or verbally abusive, the police have asked for number 

plates to be shared and they will then follow up on any complaints.  Thank 
you. 

Attendance: Thank you for working with us to improve our attendance.  
Whole school attendance has fallen slightly 
from 97% to 96.32% but this is still in      

line with national expectations!  We do understand that for some 
children, regular absence is unavoidable; for some this will be for 
a short while, but for others more long term.     
 
A special congratulations to those  classes who have gained the highest attendance overall each 
week! 

  
 
Parentmail is the main way we communicate with parents about 

important school news, school trips and events.  These messages all contain important   
information and deadlines so please make sure you read them.   

Lost property -  please make sure all uniform, bottles and lunchboxes are clearly 
named.  If it is named, we do our best to return it to your child.  We keep lost  
property for a term - please ask Mrs Knapman if you would like to look through it to find a lost item. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Tel: 01296 712296   Email: office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk   Website: www.winslow.bucks.sch.uk 

Open on the morning of: Closed on the afternoon of: 

Spring 2020:    Tuesday 7 January  

                         Monday 24 February  

Friday 14 February  

Friday 3 April  

Summer 2020: Monday 20 April  

                         Monday 1 June  

Friday 22 May  

Friday 17 July  

wc 4 November:  Rec JP / MH  
wc 11November: 4AL 

wc18 November:  Rec JP / MH  
wc 25 November: 5DB 
wc 2 December: 5DB 

Open on the morning of: Closed on the afternoon of: 

Autumn 2020: Thursday 3 September  

                         Tuesday 3 November  

Friday 23 October 

Friday 18 December  

Spring 2020:    Tuesday 5 January  

                         Monday 22 February  

Friday 12 February 

Thursday 1 April 

Summer 2020: Monday 19 April 

                          Tuesday 8 June 

Friday 28 May 

Wednesday 21 July 


