
Accelerated Reader 

  

Many of our pupils have been using Accelerated Reader for some time, but some children in year 3 

are new to it.   We would like to take this opportunity to explain to you, or remind you about the 

Accelerated Reader approach to reading and its advantages to your children.  

Accelerated Reader is a programme which enables us to colour code a large proportion of our library 

books according to difficulty. Children are tested so that we know which books are suitable for their 

reading ability.  

All children in Key Stage 2 take a ‘Star Test’ at the beginning of each academic year, this is repeated 

at intervals through the year.  The test is done online and is an ‘intelligent’ test using computer 

adaptive technology – making the questions harder if a question is answered correctly, and easier 

when a question is answered incorrectly.    

The result of this allows staff to level the children.  The colour coded library books are: 

Green 0.1-1.9 

Orange 2- 2.9 

Yellow 3-3.9 

Blue 4-4.9 

Purple 5-5.9 

Pink 6+ 

Children are given a ‘Reading Range’ to guide them to a correct book level within the library.  For 

example, a year 3 child might be given the reading range of 2.4 – 2.9; this indicates that they need to 

choose a book from the Orange level (orange stickers on the spine).  Each book has its exact reading 

level number on the sticker inside the front cover.    

The Reading range should give children books that they are comfortable with, as well as those that 

will provide more challenge.   Children should choose an Accelerated Reader book within their 

Reading range, they can also choose another book which is their free choice.  

Once they have finished reading their Accelerated Reader book children need to take a ‘Book Quiz’.  

We recommend this is done as soon as possible after completing the book.  Passing the quiz is an 

indication that your child has understood the book.   Quizzes can only be taken in school. 

Because children are reading books at their own reading and interest levels, most are likely to be 

successful and enjoy the books and quizzes.  Best of all they are learning at their own pace.   

Children will be rewarded in a variety of ways throughout the year for their successes and 

commitment to Accelerated Reader.  Children who spend at least 20 minutes a day reading make 

the most progress.  

  

How can I help as a Parent?  

We would like you to encourage your child with their reading, to help with this you can access their 

quiz results by using the following link to ‘Renaissance Home Connect’.  



https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2233402/HomeConnect 
 

Using your child’s username and password you can keep up to date with their reading and quiz 

results – you can even set up an email alert to let you know when they have taken a quiz and what 

their score was.    

Another way of helping your child is to work with them to identify books they enjoy and to check if 

the book has an AR quiz, using the ‘AR Bookfinder’. If your child has read a book from home or the 

local library, there may be quiz for that too; this means they can earn even more reading points.  

Children have the opportunity to take quizzes either in the library, in the classroom or during their 

ICT lessons.  

If you have any questions about your child’s reading, please feel free to contact me.  

The library is also open after school on a Friday, when I will be happy to answer your questions, 

children can also take quizzes and choose new books.  

Jill White 

School Librarian 

Jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk  

 

https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2233402/HomeConnect
mailto:Jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk

