Curriculum Enrichment
I am sure you will all be aware of the school funding crisis which is having such an
impact on the quality of education we are seeking to provide for our children. The
fact is that school budgets have been reduced in real terms by 8% since 2010 and
schools across the country are struggling. At Winslow Church of England School,
we want to continue to deliver a rich curriculum which engages all pupils and offers
a breadth of experience to support their learning and development.
However, we are no longer able to subsidise curriculum enrichment activities in the way that we
might have done previously and over the last couple of weeks we have had to seriously consider
whether we needed to cancel two special events for the children. We are very grateful to our
parents who responded quickly and made their voluntary contributions to ensure these could go
ahead as planned - we need your support. However, we do recognise that it isn’t just schools that
are struggling financially. If you think you will have difficulty in making a voluntary contribution,
please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance. Thank you
Pupil Premium Review
Over the past year, we have participated in a special DfE project to support writing within the school.
Recently we were visited by a reviewer who remarked on our delightful and articulate children who
shared how their teachers consistently “go above and beyond” for them. Thank you to all the staff
and children at Winslow who made such a great impression on our visitor. We would be delighted to
share what we are doing in school with you - we have already held reading and phonics drop ins
and we are now planning a maths drop-in on March 29th. If you enjoy these occasions, do let us
know and we will make sure we have them more regularly! Another opportunity for parents to join
us is on the last day of this term - Easter Collective Worship at 10am. Do come if you can!

…Cazz Colmer ~Headteacher

March 2019
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Year 5 Dance
Workshop 3.30

Entrepreneurial
stalls 3.15-3.45
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Visiting Author
Josh Lacey

FOWS Cinema
Afternoon 3.30

Mothering Sunday
Gift Wrapping
Reception Class
Easter Crafts 2-3pm
Yr4 Woodrow
Meeting 6pm

Maths drop-in for
parents 8.409.40 followed by
refreshments
Entrepreneurial
stalls 3.15-3.45
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Year 3 trip to
Rushmere Park
KS2 Lunchtime
Book Swap

Whole School Easter
Worship 10 am
Parents Welcome

Tuesday 23rd April: INSET
Wednesday 24th April: Return to school after Easter
Friday 26th April: Sensory Garden Viewing for Parents 2pm

Library News
We had a great time celebrating World Book Day. Children and staff came dressed as their favourite
storybook heroines and heroes. Thank you to parents for all your help. I am always impressed by children
who capture their theme with a simple outfit, but I know many of you spend lots of time on it.
The official World Book day theme this year is ‘Share a Story’, so please encourage your children to do
this. Sharing stories is great fun and is a very good way to encourage your children to read more.
Don’t forget that the library is open after school on Fridays so that you can enjoy this fantastic resource
with your children. There are always new books being added, funded by generous support from FOWs. So
once again I would like to thank FOWs for their donations and all of you for
supporting the fund-raising events.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions.
jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk
On Thursday 4th April we will be holding a lunchtime Book Swap session for
children in KS2. If your child donates a book they have finished with, they will
be given a book token which can then be exchanged for a different book.
Please see further details in our letter via Parent Mail.

Sports News
There have been some great sporting results at Winslow School.
Our KS1 Dance Squad came 1st in their Fairy Tale dance, which is
fantastic. They are performing in the finals at the end of March. I
know they will perform brilliantly. Well done Mia, Edi, Maisie, Emily,
Sophie, Maisie, Maisie, Grace Thomas and Lexton.
Our Year 3 and 4 Tennis Team competed in a festival at the end of
February and did brilliantly with one team coming 5th and the other
in 1st place and through to the KS2 finals day. Well done; Sian,
Joe, Margarita, Olive, Lily, Isabella, Anthony and Max.
A huge well done to Edi, Mia and Lily for attending the Athletics festival. They were incredible and a real
credit to the school. We were 3 children down so they had to work extra hard, which they did. Edi even won
an extra medal. Well done girls.

Chess News from Mr McClellan
I would like to thank the members of staff, parents and
children who responded to my request asking for their
thoughts about the Chess Club.
I am hoping to gain an award for the school from the
British Chess Education Trust of an engraved wooden
chess board, chess pieces and a digital chess clock!
The closing date for entries is 31st May; clubs throughout England, Wales and Scotland can apply and only
five awards are given each year. It is a gamble but Winslow School Chess Club is worth it, so keep your
fingers crossed!

Rainbows Nursery News - Science week was amazing and exciting!
The children explored, discovered made experiments, used new tools and learnt a lot of new vocabulary.

Reception Class / Foundation Stage 2
Reception Class have had a great Spring Term so far. We have learnt
about Fairy Tales and are now learning about Animals. We have celebrated
Pancake Day by making delicious pancakes. We dressed up for World
Book Day as wonderful Heroes or Heroines and wrote about what character
we were. Check out Amelie’s writing about Princess Pearl helping the
dragon.
Reminder: Easter Craft Afternoon is Wednesday 27th March 2-3pm
Please help: We are accepting any donations of socks, pants or tights that
you no longer need aged 4-6 years. We are running low! Thank you.

Year 1
We are having a fantastic term in year 1 learning about Roald Dahl - we have
loved finding out new facts about one of our favourite story tellers and sharing our
knowledge. We have been reading lots of the stories and writing our own stories
in the style of Roald Dahl. Our favourites are the Enormous Crocodile and Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory. We are looking forward to making our own chocolate
bars!
We are really enjoying making things for entrepreneurial month and had a great time dressing up for World
Book Day.
Next Term we are learning about the Seaside— Seaside Day is Wednesday 1st May. Please check
your ParentMail.

Year 2
This term Year 2 have been enjoying learning about the
Rainforest. We have created wonderful Rainforest displays in
both our classrooms. At home the
children made some amazing Rainforest trees to add to our
Rainforest. Some of them are taller than us! In English we
have researched Rainforest animals and written information
reports about the
different animals that you can find living in the
Rainforest. Did you know a sloth only comes out of its
tree to poo!
Coming soon in Year 2 - next term we will be studying
the Fire of London. May 2nd is our Fire of London Day.
Also remember to get your child’s costume ready.
We still need some volunteers to help on the day, please.
Please support our stall at the Entrepreneurial stalls throughout the month of March - every Friday .

Year 3
Year 3 have been learning about stable structures and how we make something stand up without being wobbly! We had some very interesting ideas! We
really enjoyed meeting Sarah from Windmill Veterinary Centre, who came in to
tell us all about how to care for
animals and how their
skeletons are both similar and different to ours! Thank you Sarah!
We are really looking forward to enhancing our learning about Plants for Science by visiting Rushmere
Country Park on Thursday 4th April. Don’t forget to check your ParentMail.

Year 4
This term, Year 4 have been studying ‘Living things and their habitats’ in Science. As part of this, we have
been learning all about vertebrates and invertebrates, grouping living things and using classification keys.
During Science Week, we linked our current learning to the theme ’Journeys’ and went on a nature walk
around the school’s environment. We noted down all of the things we saw including living and non-living
things and described the weather. Back in the classroom, we used our walk to inspire a science based nature
board game. In small groups, we used our information to create our own board games that would include
challenges and question cards based on our learning. It was really fun putting our scientific knowledge to the
test and displaying our competitive side!
In other news, we are also enjoying ‘Entrepreneurial Month’ and each week have looked forward to planning,
preparing and running our stalls. We can’t wait to find out how much money we’ve made at the end of the
month! On that note, we’d like to ask all Year 4 children to kindly donate a clean, empty jar that will be filled in
class to sell on our stall on Friday 22nd March. Therefore, please can all jars be brought into school during
the week commencing Monday 18th March. Thank You!

Year 5
This term, we have been very busy studying both Ancient Egyptians and Space.
We have learnt about the mummifying process as well as about Howard Carter’s
extraordinary discovery – Tutankhamun! It would take half this page to describe
it, and we only have a few paragraphs!
Moving on to probably our favourite subject: Space. We have had the greatest
experience at the National Space Centre, Leicester. This was such an amazing chance to learn about not
only our Solar System, but others too ! Not only that, but we learnt about other stars (such as Proxima
Centauri, our nearest star) and different names for them (Red dwarfs, White dwarfs, etc.) and which ones
were hotter. Overall, we were so grateful for this opportunity.
Above all, we have enjoyed, from A to Z, learning as a class.
Report by Ayla & Lauren, 5DB

Year 6
On Friday 8th March, John Bercow, the speaker for Buckingham,
visited our school and Year 6!
We asked him questions and he answered; just like an interview.
We asked him questions about his life outside of speaker and
political questions about Brexit etc.
We were in World Book Day costumes so he might have been
creeped out!
We had a brilliant time interviewing John Bercow.
James 6SW

We have a fantastic visit coming up on Monday 25th
March; Josh Lacey, author of the Dragon Sitter Series
will be visiting school to talk to the children in years
1- 4 and sign his latest book.
This is an amazing opportunity for the children to hear
from and talk to a renowned Author.
If you would like to buy a signed copy of Josh’s books
they will be available in school on the day at a
discounted price of £4.00. We will also be selling
copies on Friday at the Entrepreneurial Market.

FOWS
Last year FOWS said farewell to their
Chair Simon Bonfield, we would like to
thank him for all his hard work and
everything he brought to FOWS.
We have welcomed some fab new
members to the team and we are
hoping to bring some new, fresh ideas
your way to raise money for the school.
Amy Snaith has taken over the role of
Chair, with Victoria Eele as Vice Chair
and Sharn Green as Secretary.
In the lead up to Easter we have a
number of events including the much
loved cinema afternoon, a fab disco
where we will be offering glitter
tattoos, pyjama day and our new
event for Mothering Sunday, which we
are very excited about.
We are always looking for new committee members, if you would like to join
our amazing team or share any of your ideas, please contact us at
fowswinslow@gmail.com and help us to continue raising money to better
your children’s education.
FOWS would like to thank you for all your support.

Our new Sensory Garden update
We are pleased to announce that our new Sensory Garden is almost finished! We have been working hard
over the past year and it is exciting to now see the area starting to come to life.
We would particularly like to thank:
Jane Rennie who has used her experience and training at Kew Gardens to help us create an overall design.
She has also been busy planting different plants linked to the different sense sections.
Neville Redvers-Higgins who has put tremendous effort into the groundworks for the area. It has been
fascinating to watch him lay hundreds of bricks and slabs in an intricate design.
We are now working on an exciting mosaic project, to be part of our ‘sight’ section. Margaret Smith (a local
artist and one of our reading volunteers in school) has designed a rainbow which will be laid on the floor in
the sight section. Our children are looking forward to working with Margaret to help to create this.
We would like to thank the Allchurches Trust who have supported us recently with a generous grant of £1000
for the Sensory Garden. This money has been so valuable in the final stages of its development.
Lastly, we must not forget to mention our site manager, Dave Lawrence, and thank him for all his hard work
and support in this new area as well.
We are delighted to announce that one parent has already let us know that her employer will be able to
match-fund any money raised by her child’s year group during Entrepreneurial Month; monies will be shared
between the Sensory Garden and ideas chosen by the School Council.
We will be holding our Grand Opening of the Sensory Garden on Friday 26th April at 2pm. The children in
each year group are working hard to produce some creative elements for each of the different sensory
sections.
Please look out for further information about this event and we look forward to sharing our new garden with
you. If you are able to help with the maintenance of the Sensory Garden, we would be delighted. Please let
the office or Katie Epps know.

Open on the morning of:

Closed on the afternoon of:

Summer 2019
Wednesday 24th April
Tuesday4th June

Friday 24th May
Tuesday 23rd July

Autumn 2019
Wednesday 4 September
Monday 4 November

Friday 25 October
Thursday 19 December

Spring 2020
Tuesday 7 January
Monday 24 February

Friday 14 February
Friday 3 April

Summer 2020
Monday 20 April
Monday 1 June

Friday 22 May
Friday 17 July

Training Days
Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Monday 6th January 2020
Monday 20th July 2020
Tuesday 21st July 2020

School Office NEWS
New school uniform: Please see Mrs Knapman in the school office for an order form if you
wish to purchase any uniform; please ensure you name all items clearly.
Parking around the school: Thank you to all parents who are considerate when dropping off
their children. However, we have had some complaints from local residents, both in Lowndes Way,
Oak Way and Dove Close; please park safely and do not block local residents’ access.
Lost Property: Named clothing is always returned but please check regularly in the Medical
Room for any missing items. Unclaimed items will be disposed of at the end of each term.
Safeguarding at Reception: For safeguarding reasons, only staff are allowed to open the
main door to visitors. Please be patient if we are busy in the school office and cannot answer the
door straight away.
Parking on site: unless you have permission from school or a disabled permit, please
do not park on the school site. We aim to minimise traffic movement on the site for the safety
of pedestrians. If you have a temporary need to park closer to school, please come and speak
to us.
A reminder that pupil absences must be reported by 9am. Thank you.
Please check your ParentMail accounts regularly . This is our main form of communication
to parents and carers with information being sent out on a daily basis.
No scooters or bicycles should be ridden on the school site; this is for the safety of your
child and other children on the playground. This week someone was nearly knocked over.
No pupils should bring mobile phones to school unless there is a written parental request
for a specific purpose.
CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01296 712296 Email: office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk Website: www.winslow.bucks.sch.uk

