Returning to school after the summer holidays, it was wonderful to see how
the school has been transformed. With the help of teams from Santander
and Bucks CC, the wildlife and pond areas have been completely cleared, our
reception class decorated and shrubs trimmed in the carpark. Our site
manager Dave has worked tirelessly and we are incredibly grateful to him. In
recent weeks, the children have been painting the pebbles they brought into
school and placing them in puddles in the gravel at the front of school. There
are still a few more that need ‘planting’ but we will have plenty of space to add to the display
in the next few years.
We are all delighted with the new signage reflecting our new Rainbow logo.
And the children look incredibly smart in their new uniform of pale blue poloshirts and rainbow sweatshirts! I know many of you are wanting to purchase
more uniform; this will be available early next half term from Mrs Knapman
at reception.
Earlier this month, Mr Wright held a Maths Information Workshop for parents. Both sessions
were really well attended and the feedback we have received indicates they were very useful. If you were unable to make the sessions and want a copy of the slide notes, please see
Mr Wright. Thank you also to everyone who attended our recent Parents’ Evening. We had
100% attendance in many classes; this engagement with our parents / carers is so valuable. Many of you were also able to visit Mrs White in the library to learn more about the Accelerated Reader programme we use in KS2. I want to thank her publicly for giving her time
so generously.

You may have noticed that Becky Gouveneur has now completed her stained glass
windows depicting the ’Days of Creation’. We will be producing these as packs of cards (A6)
so do look out for samples in reception. Finally, we will be having parents working party
early next half term to paint fence panels and weed or plant in the sensory garden. Please
look out for a ParentMail requesting your help! Wishing you all a restful half term holiday;
remember we are back to school on Monday 29th October as there is no INSET day this
year.
…Cazz Colmer ~Headteacher
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Library News
Last week we decided to open the school library during KS2 parent’s evenings, for the first time. I
am delighted to report that this was a great success. I hope that lots of you are now logging on to
Accelerated Reader website at home.
https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2233402/HomeConnect.
This looks different to the version that children use in school, but they log in in the same way.
You can set up an email alert to tell you whenever your child has taken a quiz.
All children who are using Accelerated Reader have now been set points targets. They earn
points by passing quizzes on the books they have read.
Thank you to everyone who took part in our parents evening competition to guess how many
words there are in the 3 children’s books which I had on display. The answer was 132,541, so
Maisie’s guess of 140,000 was the nearest, well done Maisie. I hope you and your family are
enjoying the chocolates.
I am pleased to say that we had a good response to the request for more help with listening to
children read, but if anyone else is interested please let me know.
Thanks to generous support from FOWs, we have bought lots of new books for the school library,
so we are busy cataloguing them and preparing them for the shelves. We have also just bought
lots of new reading scheme books for the younger children, again these were bought with money
from FOWs and will be hitting our shelves soon.
Don’t forget that the library is open after school on Fridays. You are also welcome to arrange to
come in at another time to have a look around, or to ask questions.
Jill White
jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk

Sports News
Once again we have signed up to be part of The Buckingham School Sports Partnership. This year
we will be competing at The Sir Thomas Fremantle School, which
will be great.
The netball team competed in a festival on Tuesday 16th October.
Mrs Heal was very impressed with the children’s sporting attitude
and behaviour. Well done.
Edie Robins won Player of the Week for TetraBrazil Out of School
Club. Well done Edie.
If your child has any sporting news, please let Mrs Burman know so
it can be celebrated.

Rainbows Nursery News

We have
been very
busy so far!

Reception Class / Foundation Stage 2
Wow! What a great start the children have had so far
this term. All the children have settled in brilliantly and
have enjoyed a huge range of activities. Our topic has
been ‘All About Me’, which the children have really
enjoyed. They painted self portraits, learnt about our 5 senses and about
healthy eating. We made face fruit salads and enjoyed eating them.
Bloor Homes gave all the children high vis jackets as part
of the ‘Walk to School’ campaign. The children love them
and have been coming into school everyday with them on.

Year 1
Year 1 have made a brilliant start to the year with everyone settling in to the new routines.
Our topic this term has been everyday materials and their uses. We had a fantastic time pretending
to be scientists and testing out different types of materials to see which would make the best raft for
the three Billy Goats Gruff to get across the river.
During one afternoon we discovered that a group of teddies had been having a picnic in our
woodland — we were very excited about this and wrote some fantastic stories about them.
We really enjoyed European day of languages ; we made Italian flags and had a great time making
and eating pizza!

Year 2
Year 2 have been learning about Christopher
Columbus, they made these wonderful ships
at home for their learning log homework.
“I enjoyed painting my ship and making the
mast out of clay”- Emily
“It was hard work but I had lots of fun building my ship with my mum” - Thomas
“I liked painting my ship”- Lily T
“I liked making my ship out of a cereal box and newspaper”- Lily S

Year 3
Year 3 were pleased to get a few sessions in the pool before the night time temperatures made it
just too chilly in the mornings! The children are making the transition to Key Stage 2 very well and
we are really enjoying getting to know them a little better every day.
We have been learning about The Stone Age in our History lessons, all about
how they lived and the differences between our lives and theirs. The unit of
study on Rocks in Science has also allowed us to explore fossils and their
creation - the children loved making our own fossils using bread and jelly
babies! We are looking forward to our Stone Age dance day on Friday as well.
Year 4
Year 4 have had an excellent start to the year! Everyone has settled in very quickly and adapted
well to the new routines.
During Autumn Term we are looking at Ancient Greece during our Topic lessons. So far, we have
already looked at its location to improve our atlas skills as well as discussing the surrounding
countries and seas. Also, we have used our sketching skills to learn more about Ancient Greek vase
designs. We have created our own vase designs in Art and looked at the images representing the
Olympics in our Topic lesson. Furthermore, we have developed our understanding of democracy in
Ancient Greece and looked closely at the differences between two famous Ancient Greek cities:
Athens and Sparta. In our Art lessons we have also looked at Ancient Greek theatre masks and
created our own labyrinths linking with the story of Theseus and the Minotaur.
After half term we are looking forward to learning more about Ancient Greece and having our very
own Ancient Greek day! We can’t wait to see all of the fantastic costumes.
Year 5
What a smashing start to the new year—splashing around and practising our swimming!

In English we’re reading Street Child by Berlie Doherty and using it to study diaries and stories, as
well as taking a look at a child’s life in Victorian Britain. We’re looking at volcanoes and earthquakes
in North America in Geography, while Science sees us examining the properties of materials, with a
view to designing clothing to keep us well wrapped up or insulated in the winter weather.
Talking of which, please ensure that your child has a complete range of named sports gear with
which to enjoy sport , no matter what the weather is like.
Year 6
We have had a busy start to the Autumn term and have quickly settled into our new roles and
responsibilities of being a member of Year 6. We are enjoying our new roles of Head Boy and Girl,
Student Councillors, Team Captains, Champions, FS2 buddies and
members of Tech Team.
Thank you for everyone’s donations of harvest produce. We
enjoyed putting all the boxes together and delivering them to
elderly residents in our local community.
Our Autumn term WW1 and WW2 topic is going well and we have
been amazed with the wide range of creative and imaginative
homework pieces which are coming in. We are looking forward to
our visit to Bletchley Park in November.

Site news
Over October half term, we are having new energy-saving LED lighting installed
across the school and electricity-generating solar panels installed on the roof. This is
being funded by a Salix loan which we repay from the savings over 8 years. The
benefits will be improved lighting levels across the school and savings on our
electricity costs as well as income from the solar panels for the electricity we do not
use. We have also received a Carbon Trust grant towards the cost of the installation.
In addition to the cost savings, we will be reducing our carbon footprint.

THANK YOU

to all those parents and children who came to the Friends Of Winslow Stall at Parents
Evening. We have had a fantastic number of offers of helping hands and new
committee members, which is really exciting. If you want to know more please contact
us on fowswinslow@gmail.com

RECENT PROJECTS
September 2018 FOWS are pleased to have funded guided reading books
for year 6 enhancing the experience of reading together.
Outdoor tables and benches have been ordered for our Rainbows Nursery.

NEXT EVENTS
Cinema Night – Tuesday 30th Oct
Have fun & food with your friends at the movies

Mufti Day – Friday 30th November – prepare for the Christmas Fayre!
More details will be sent later but save your jars for sweets and any teddies needing a new
home please bring in and place in the box at reception.

Saturday 1st December 12 – 2 pm at School
It promises to be bigger and better than ever and the perfect place for
lunch Come and Join Us!

DATES TO NOTE
Term Dates

Open on the morning of:

Closed on the afternoon of:

Autumn 2018
Thursday 6th September
Monday 29th October

Friday 19th October
Wednesday 19th December

Spring 2019
Thursday 3rd January
Friday 15th February

Monday 25th February
Friday 5th April

Summer 2019
Wednesday 24th April
Friday 24th May

Tuesday4th June
Tuesday 23rd July

Please note pupils return to school after the Autumn half term on Monday 29th
October; this year we do not have an INSET day.

School Office
Safeguarding at Reception. For safeguarding reasons, only staff are allowed to open
the main door to visitors. Please be patient if we are busy in the school office and cannot
answer the door straight away.
A reminder that all school clothes should be named. Sadly, we already have some of
the new logo sweatshirts, unnamed, in lost property. We do our best to return lost uniform
to pupils.
Parking on site: unless you have permission from school or a disabled permit,
please do not park on the school site. We aim to minimise traffic movement on the site
for the safety of pedestrians. If you have a temporary need to park closer to school,
please come and speak to us.
A reminder that pupil absences must be reported by 9am. Thank you.
Please check your ParentMail accounts regularly . This is our main form of communication to parents and carers with information being sent out on a daily basis.
No scooters or bicycles should be ridden on the school site; this is for the safety of
your child and other children on the playground.

Uniform orders received by Wednesday of each week, will normally be distributed by
Friday (subject to stock availability).
No pupils should bring mobile phones to school unless there is a written parental
request for a specific purpose.

CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01296 712296 Email: office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk Website: www.winslow.bucks.sch.uk

