I have just been to St Laurence Church for the Year 6 Christmas assembly;
another wonderful occasion with great reading and singing from all the children
and solo performances from some of the year group’s excellent musicians. We
have enjoyed a superb build up to Christmas this year and I want to thank all of
you for your support, as well as the pupils and staff, for their hard work in
making the Christmas productions such a success.
Some of you were able to join with us for our Christmas Collective Worship, led by Derry and
the church choir. We are so grateful to her and Rev. Andrew for leading an assembly each
Friday and would love to welcome more of you to the first Friday assembly each month at
10.00am. Please make a note of ‘The Three Kings’ collective worship on Friday 4th January
2019.
Thanks also to FOWS for their tireless support of the school, which makes such an enormous
difference to the lives of our children. The Christmas Fayre was a great success and the best
ever to date. Many of the children enjoyed seeing Santa in his grotto and he also made another brief stopover at school last Wednesday to give all the children a present! There is a
rumour that he will also be visiting this Wednesday to enjoy our Carols on the Playground at
2pm. FOWS will be serving hot chocolate and mince pies so make sure you get yours before
Santa does! The children’s tea towels and stained glass window cards will also be on sale,
so please bring money with you!
Lastly— a big congratulations to Green Team for collecting the most team points this
term. They are invited to wear green on Monday 7th January!
Wishing all our school families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the staff at
Winslow Church of England School.
…Cazz Colmer ~Headteacher
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Carols and Lanterns In The Square
The weather forecast for tonight Tuesday 18th December is horrendous so it has been
agreed to hold the above event in the church, which will be warmer, lighter and a lot less
wet. Please come and join us at 7.00pm.
Derry French
Library News
As always our Christmas books are very popular. We have over 100 titles in our collection, but
within days of putting them out on the shelves they had nearly all been borrowed.
This term we have been focusing attention on children achieving their Accelerated Reader points
targets. The targets are set using their latest test score and the expectation is that children will
read their Accelerated Reader book for at least 20 minutes a day. This is considered to be the
minimum amount of time they should spend each day, in order to make good progress. We have
some children who read for much longer than this and it is no surprise that they make excellent
progress.
If you would like to ask me anything about Accelerated Reader or your child’s reading please
come and see me in the library after school on a Friday, or email me to arrange another time.
I hope that the children all have books on their Christmas lists and like me they are looking
forward to having extra time to curl up with a book.
Jill White
jwhite3@bucksgfl.org.uk

Sports News
Key Stage 1 Skip 2 Be Fit festival.
On Tuesday 4th December, 7 children from Year 2 went to The Sir Thomas Fremantle School to
take part in a Skip 2 Be Fit festival. There were 8 stations the children had to compete in, showing
Determination, Teamwork, Passion, Respect, Honesty and Self Belief, which are the School Games
Values. All the children did incredibly well. Emily beat her personal challenge of straight skips, Leo
set the bar high jumping over a 50cm high jump, Mia and Lottie skipping 39 skips in 30 seconds, Edi
and Jalen double skipping together completing over 10 consecutive skips in 30 seconds and Rosie
jumping 72 speed jumps in 30 seconds.
Overall the team came 2nd out of 6 schools. An amazing achievement. The behaviour of all the
children was exceptional. They represented our school brilliantly. Well done team! A special well
done to Jalen who was awarded an extra special medal for demonstrating Determination!
Thank you to all the parents who supported and transported the
children to the event. It is not possible without you.
Mrs Burman

Rainbows Nursery News
Congratulations to our Rainbows and FS2 children for their Christmas performance. They’ve been
learning and singing lots of new songs and routines and were super brave to stand up in front of so
many people.
We had an amazing Autumn term and we are looking forward to 8 new children starting with us in
January.
Merry Christmas and Happy New year everyone!
Reception Class / Foundation Stage 2
FS2 have loved learning the songs, and actions for our Christmas Play—Away in a
Manger. They all performed, acted and sang beautifully. We were all so proud of
you!
We have been very busy with the play, but that has not stopped us learning about
People who help us. We loved learning about the police, firefighter, doctors and
nurses.
Mrs Burman’s class planted over 30 trees for The Queens Canopy
Commonwealth Trust. We all had a go at digging a hole, planting a
tree and covering it back over with mud. It was very tiring but once
they have grown into a wonderful hedgerow it will look amazing.
Year 1
Year 1 have had a really busy time learning all about the United Kingdom and comparing it to
Australia. We loved making flags for the countries and making landmarks from Lego
and Plasticine.
Recently we have enjoyed learning all the songs for our Christmas play—Born in a
Barn and taking part in the performances. We hope you enjoyed it as much as we
did!
As Christmas approaches we have been learning about the Christmas story and
making lots of things . We loved making stars and Christmas puddings!
Have a wonderful Christmas from Year 1!
Year 2
What a busy term Year 2 have had. We really enjoyed our Science day run by the Royal Latin
School. We created some fantastic things. Lava lamps that bubbled and glittered, bath bombs that
fizzed and exploded, hovercrafts that hovered and rockets that flew, custard balls that bounced and
even made our own bubble mixture and wands.
“I liked the rockets. It blasted up the string and went a long
way!” Lexton.
“I loved making the bouncy balls, it was messy but fun!”
Thomas.
“I enjoyed making the bath bombs, it smelt good.” Eva.
We also had a fantastic time learning, rehearsing and performing our Christmas
Nativity Play, Born in a Barn. We hope you all enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed
performing.
Happy Christmas from Year 2

Year 3
What a busy second half term we’ve had! We all enjoyed learning more about
Diwali from our visitor, Mrs Payne and made some eye-catching diva lamps and
intricate Rangoli patterns.
We also spent a day devising Stone Age dances and welcomed many parents in
to watch at the end of the day. One thing you didn’t see was our
investigation into the food that Stone Age people ate...as you can see, our work is
really hands on…(don’t worry, the teachers had made the ‘organic remains’!)
We hope you have a great festive break and look forward to seeing you in 2019!
Year 4
This term, Year 4 have been very busy preparing for our Christmas production. The children worked
so hard learning their lines and perfecting their acting skills to deliver the best performance the
school has ever seen!
Thank you to all parents for providing excellent costumes which made the
characters come to life. Year 3 also looked fantastic in their festive jumpers. We
hope you enjoyed the performance as much as we did.
Next term, we are looking forward to our ‘Mountains’ topic which we will cover in
English, Geography and Art.
Thank you to all the children for working very hard during their first term in Year 4.
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas.
Year 5
At the end of our first term in Year 5 we are all looking forward to the Christmas holidays. And what
better way to get us in the mood than our Year 5 Carol Concert in St Laurence Church. We have all
worked hard to learn our words and learnt new carols from around the world. Our teachers are very
proud of us and have said that we sing brilliantly! We are looking forward to our new Space and
Ancient Egyptian topics in the Spring term and are excited about our visit to the Space Centre on
February 26th.
Happy Christmas to you all!
Year 6
We have had an exciting and busy term continuing our study of the world
wars as our Humanities topic. We wrote poems for the Armistice
commemorations and looked at the Christmas truce in preparation for our
church service. Last month we visited Bletchley Park. We took part in a
code-breaking workshop and got to use an original Enigma machine from
the 1940s. We were also given the opportunity to take part in a guided visit
around the park, allowing us to use a wealth of information to inform our non
-chronological report work in English.
We also had an evacuee themed day, made identity cards, name labels
and baked carrot cookies to an authentic recipe. The year group were
fortunate to have a visit from a local resident who lived in Winslow during the
Second World War; the children were fascinated to hear her stories.

Site news
During the Autumn term, the Sensory Garden has been transformed! We are so grateful to Jane
Rennie, Jane at Lakers Nursery, James Luck (carpentry) and Neville Redvers-Higgins for all they
have contributed. We have a way to go before all the ‘sensory items’ have been added, but we are
delighted with the progress made and hoping for a grand opening around Easter.
We are also really grateful to Simon Green who is providing us
with tree trunk seating so that we can use our wildlife area for
outside learning in the Spring. We have been supported so well
by the local community of Winslow.
Thanks also to Rotary for their financial support towards our new Rainbow Room; this is
a quiet space which vulnerable children can use when they need ’time out’ to calm downand regroup. The children and staff really appreciate this new facility.

FOWS would like to thankyou for your continued support and helping us make
this year’s Christmas Fayre the busiest and most successful one to date. Without your support we wouldn't be able to fund the school in the way we do.

Some amazing news we would like to share with you, Ellucian, a company
who specialise in providing software to the higher education industry have
donated 26 laptops, docking stations and monitors to FOWS to update the
computers the children are currently using. This huge update will make a
massive difference to the way our children learn.
We are always looking for new committee members, if you would like to join
our fabulous team, please contact us at fowswinslow@gmail.com and help us
to continue making these amazing changes to your children’s education.
Again, FOWS would like to thank you for all your support and look forward to
seeing what the new year brings.
We wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

DATES TO NOTE
Term Dates

Open on the morning of:

Closed on the afternoon of:

Spring 2019
Thursday 3rd January
Friday 15th February

Monday 25th February
Friday 5th April

Summer 2019
Wednesday 24th April
Tuesday 4th June

Friday 24th May
Tuesday 23rd July

Please note pupils return to school after Christmas on Thursday 3rd January as we
have an INSET day on 2nd January 2019.

School Office NEWS
Young Carers—School Charity. Thank you for all your kind donations from the school
Christmas productions and church assemblies we have raised a massive £506.27.
Children In Need - Our mufti day raised £283.27 and our Christmas Jumper day for Save the
children raised £200.05. Our odd socks day for the Anti-Bullying campaign raised £173.39.
A massive THANK YOU for all your king donations.
New school uniform: We are delighted that we now have plenty of supplies of the new
sweatshirts, T-shirts and book bags. Please see Mrs Knapman in the school office for an order
form and please ensure you name all items.
Parking around the school: Thank you to all parents who are considerate when dropping off
their children. However, we have had some complaints from local residents, both in Lowndes Way
and Dove Close; please park safely and do not block local residents’ access.

School Office REminders
Safeguarding at Reception: For safeguarding reasons, only staff are allowed to open the
main door to visitors. Please be patient if we are busy in the school office and cannot answer the
door straight away.

Parking on site: unless you have permission from school or a disabled permit, please
do not park on the school site. We aim to minimise traffic movement on the site for the safety
of pedestrians. If you have a temporary need to park closer to school, please come and speak
to us.
A reminder that pupil absences must be reported by 9am. Thank you.
Please check your ParentMail accounts regularly . This is our main form of communication to
CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01296 712296 Email: office@winslow.bucks.sch.uk Website: www.winslow.bucks.sch.uk

