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WINSLOW CE COMBINED SCHOOL 

 
Collective Worship Policy 

	

The collective worship policy at Winslow CE Combined reflects the school’s Christian ethos.  
Collective worship is embedded into the daily life of the school and reflects our school’s 
Christian values: 

 Our Golden 
Values  

Bible Reading  Bible Quote   

1.  We are kind 
Friendship 

Matthew5: 16  
Matthew 22:39, 
Luke 6:31 

The Good Samaritan: “Let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
Heaven.”  
“Love others as we love ourselves.” 

2.  We say sorry 
and we forgive  
Friendship 

Matthew 18:21-35 
Ephesians 4:32 

The servants and the king 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.” 

3.  We are 
thoughtful  
Friendship  

Proverbs 16:23 “The heart of the wise causes his mouth to act wisely, and by 
his lips he increases learning.” 

4.  We listen  
Equality  

Luke 8: 16 – 21  “Take care how you listen.”  

5.  We care 
Friendship  

 Luke 5:17-26 Jesus forgives and heals a paralyzed man  

6.  We share  
Equality 

Matthew 6: 30 “Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what 
belongs to you, do not demand it back.” 

7.  We are honest  
Respect  

Genesis 27:1-45 
 Matthew 5:33-37 
Luke 12: 1-3 

Jacob experiences the consequences of lying to his father   
   Jesus teaches his followers to be honest in their speech and 
to keep their promises  
  Jesus warns people that dishonesty will always be found out 

8.  We are 
respectful 
Respect  

Romans 13:7  
 
Hebrews 13:17 
 
Ephesians 6:1-9  

“Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.”  
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for 
that would be of no advantage to you.” 

9.  We try our 
best… 
 
Determination 
Excellence  
Inspiration  
Courage 

Matthew 6:43 
Matthew 25: 14-29 
1 Corinthians 9:24-
25 
 
 
Proverbs 13:4 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Trees and Fruit: “Each tree is recognised by its own fruit.” 
The story of the 3 Men  
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every 
athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.” 
“The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the 
soul of the diligent is richly supplied.” 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might.” 

10.  We love to 
learn! 

Proverbs 1: 5 “Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance.” 
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Aims and objectives  
At Winslow CE Combined School collective worship is a daily opportunity to:  

• worship God and reflect on Christian values; 
• give expression to and practise the values of the school community; 
• experience a variety of styles of worship; 
• contribute to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of each child; 
• support the social and emotional development of all pupils; 
• celebrate and give thanks for achievements within the school, local and international 

community and occasions of significance, including festivals; 
• provide members of the school community with the opportunity to experience stillness 

and quiet,  and provide opportunities for reflection; 
• give pupils opportunities to respond to Christian language and symbolism  
• give pupils opportunity to engage with members of St Laurence Church and visit the 

church on a regular basis; 
• provide members of the school community with the opportunity to experience a variety 

of forms of prayer, personal thoughts and reflection; 
• to help pupils to begin to understand the nature and purpose of worship; 
• encouraging the involvement, enjoyment, attention and reaction of pupils; 
• providing a sense of occasion. 

 

Planning and Organisation of Collective Worship 
The content of all acts of worship is considered carefully to ensure relevance and suitability 
for the ages, aptitudes and backgrounds of all pupils. 
 
A termly list of themes is established, based on our school Christian values, special 
occasions and events, but there is flexibility to allow the inclusion of current and topical 
issues.  The weekly theme is displayed in the staff room and on the school notice board so 
all stakeholders are aware.  Stories, activities, drama, songs and prayers relating to this 
theme underpin the worship for each week and bible references are made. 
 
Visitors are welcome to participate in and lead collective worship from time to time and when 
required are given guidance on our worship policy. 
 
Collective worship is a daily event which is embedded into the life of the school.  Whole 
school or Key Stage worships takes place weekly and Year group/class worship takes place 
when best suited.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3	 Collective	Worship	Policy	-	Winslow	CE	Combined	School	

	

Organisation of collective worship: 

Day FS/KS1 KS2 

Monday Whole school worship/ celebration 

Parents invited to celebrate achievements. 

Tuesday Key Stage worship Key Stage singing and worship 

Wednesday Key Stage worship Key Stage worship 

Thursday Key Stage worship Key Stage worship 

planned and led by pupils 

Friday Key Stage worship 

Led by member of church at least 
once a month with open invitation 
to parents 

Key Stage worship 

Led by member of church at least 
once a month with open invitation to 
parents 

 

Celebration assemblies enable pupils achievements, from both in and out of school, are 
observed and celebrated.  Parents are informed at the end of the previous week and invited 
to attend to see their child receive awards and participate in collective worship.  An act of 
worship is still an integral part of the celebration assembly and still includes the key elements 
of worship.   
 
All our worship includes these key elements: 
 

• Lighting of candle 
• Call and response 
• Story 
• Song (Christian) 
• Prayer/reflection time 
• Blowing out of candle 
• School messages are shared with the children once worship has closed.   

 
Various members of staff lead worship and a member from the church community leads 
worship regularly in school.  KS2 pupils plan, create and lead worship weekly, based on the 
weekly theme. 
 
Each year group across the school plans, creates and delivers a worship that takes place in 
St Laurence Church; where all parents/carers are invited. 
 
When relevant, worship can be held outside or resources from the natural world used to 
enhance the theme and allow a more powerful and meaningful impact.  
 
Video clips, relevant photographs and children’s work are accessed regularly during worship. 
I.C.T. is used for singing and reflective music to be played during assemblies.  
 
Pupils are invited to play their musical instrument and share their talents during our acts of 
worship. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 
Pupils in our Foundation Stage are involved in Key Stage collective worship throughout the 
year.  Participation in whole school worship may be delayed during the first few weeks in the 
autumn term until the pupils are familiar with their learning environment.  In this instance 
class worship will take place following the weekly theme or addressing Christian values 
which are most relevant at that time. 

 

The Act of Collective Worship 
We use a variety of styles, activities and interactive methods and a range of resources in our 
worship.  The use of stories, songs, drama, music and videos are selected carefully by 
leaders according to what is most appropriate to the content, background and age range of 
the pupils.   
 
Prayer is included in all acts of worship.  It is introduced with a form of words that invites but 
does not coerce pupils to participate.  Our prayers are addressed to Jesus and God 
reflecting the traditions and practices of the Church of England.  We hope that pupils who 
prefer not to pray will use these moments to reflect on the important messages shared in 
worship. 
 
School messages which need to be shared with children are mentioned at the end of 
collective worship, once worship has closed by blowing out the candle. 
 

Contribution of Collective Worship to teaching in other curriculum areas 
Work from across the curriculum is regularly celebrated and referred to during assemblies. 
Music, speaking and listening, discussion and stories are an integral part of daily acts of 
worship. Topical issues from around the world make important links to the history, science 
and geography curriculum. 

 

How SMSC is addressed through this subject 
Collective Worship gives key opportunities for children to develop morally, spiritually, socially 
and culturally. Pupils are invited to reflect on their personal responses to issues, consider 
other people’s responses, and appreciate that for some people belief in a spiritual dimension 
is important. We encourage children to consider the answers offered by faith groups to 
questions and problems within society and their own experience.  

Collective Worship and inclusion 
Collective worship is available to all our pupils, regardless of their ability. Some children are 
accompanied to collective worship by their Learning Support Assistant. The variety of 
worship styles allows access for all children. Activities and debates challenge our most able 
pupils to formulate personal views based on evidence they research and discuss.  

Resources 
Resources for daily assemblies are organised by the Coordinator and distributed to relevant 
staff. A copy of all assembly materials is kept with R.E. resources as well as a collection of 
CDs and song words. A group of Year 6 pupils are responsible for the smooth running of ICT 
during our collective worship in the hall. 
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The Management of Collective Worship 
The governors are responsible for the provision of collective worship, supported by and in 
consultation with the Headteacher.  To monitor and evaluate collective worship the 
Headteacher and RE subject leader will ensure: 

• A rota is created to lead collective worship; 
• Weekly themes are planned for the term ahead; 
• HT and/or RE subject leader will observe collective worship during the year. 
• Staff, pupils and ,where appropriate, parent views are collected to evaluate the 

quality and impact of collective worship and identify ways in which it might be 
improved. 

 
Right of withdrawal 

            Our policy sets out clearly our aspirations that collective worship will be a valuable and 
valued experience for all members of our school community whatever their backgrounds and 
beliefs.  It is invitational and reflective in nature and never coercive or indoctrinatory. 

Any parent who objects to their child attending an act or acts of Collective Worship may 
request that their child is withdrawn. Parents are encouraged to discuss this with the Head 
Teacher. Any pupil who is withdrawn from an act of Collective Worship will be supervised 
during that time by a member of the school staff.  

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years. 

 

Revised September 2015 

 

Signed:					 (Subject	Leader)	

Date:			29.9.12			
	

Adopted	by	the	Governing	Body:	__________________	

 

 


