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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to inform you that, from September, we will no longer be setting for Maths lessons: 
Maths will be taught in the children’s regular classes. The reasons for this decision are three-fold: 

 According to research by the Education Endowment Foundation, setting in Maths results in lower 

attaining learners falling behind by 1 or 2 months per academic year, compared with similar 

children in mixed-ability classes.   

 Our School Improvement Advisor has been working with us this year to address the progress in 

maths from KS1 to 2; he has advised that we should stop setting as this places a ceiling on the 

attainment of 50% of a year group. 

 Following the introduction of Mastery Maths in the new National Curriculum, which teaches to Age 

Related Expectations rather than levels, most schools have now stopped setting for maths and this 

is having a positive impact on their results.   

Our new school vision for Mathematics reflects our Mastery approach to the teaching of Maths.  
We employ Talk Partners, which are changed regularly, when tackling fluency, reasoning and 
problem-solving activities, so that the children are exposed to the thoughts and ideas of a wide 
range of their peers.  We also use Working Walls (in a similar way to Talk 4 Writing) and the 5Bs 
(a Growth Mindset approach to overcoming obstacles). 
If you have any questions, or would like to find out more about this new approach, we have a 
short presentation and Q&A session planned for 14:30 on Wednesday 11th July, in the school hall. 
This will finish in time for you to collect your children at the end of the school day.  If you are 
unable to attend, the presentation, any further information will be available on the school website. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of your support, 
 
 
S Wright 
Maths Lead 
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