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1st May 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Voluntary contributions for educational activities 
 

There has been some confusion recently regarding ‘voluntary contributions’ towards 
school trips and activities. Through this letter I hope to clarify some key issues. 
 
In guidance written by the Department for Education ‘Charging for school activities’ 
(October 2014) it sets out that a school cannot ‘charge’ parents for any element of the 
National Curriculum; this includes materials for learning or educational activities. However, 
governing bodies and local authorities can ask parents for ‘voluntary contributions for the 
benefit of the school or any school activities’. This means that activities, which may be 
costly, can be subsidised by reasonable contributions from parents to enhance the 
experience of learners at the school. 
 
As a school, we plan a number of educational visits as well as in-school curriculum 
enrichment days such as the recent Fire of London Day (y2); Seaside Day (y1) and Dance 
Workshop (y5). When arranging educational visits and activities, the school reviews 
costings and tries to cover as much of this as possible through the school budget. As you 
may be aware, school budgets are being stretched year on year. We are very grateful for 
the support of FOWS for their yearly financial contribution to each year group, which helps 
to reduce costs.  However, the financial viability of these educational trips and activities is 
dependent on parental contributions, as the school may simply not be able to afford these 
otherwise. Recently, several of our trips and in-school enrichment activities have run at a 
considerable loss, which is unsustainable. 
 
Of course, a voluntary contribution is by definition… voluntary. The school cannot demand 
this payment; however, if there are insufficient contributions then, sadly, activities may not 
go ahead. The school makes allowance for those who simply cannot afford to pay the full 
amount and uses some of its Pupil Premium funding to support those who are 
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eligible. However, it is hoped that all parents will be willing to make a contribution to trips 
and activities. The school advises those parents who feel they cannot contribute, to 
discuss this on an individual basis with the Headteacher. These discussions take place 
with the utmost discretion; children are in no way singled out or made aware if their 
parents cannot or will not contribute. No child will ever be excluded from an activity under 
this guidance due to lack of parental contribution. 
 
There are some school activities that are not part of the national curriculum and for these 
activities, the school can ask for payment. For example, additional musical instrument or 
voice tuition, clubs that run after school that are not part of the curriculum. Where parents 
choose for their child to be involved in a residential trip, payment is also required. 
However, the school is able to make a contribution to ensure the children of those in 
financial difficulty or receipt of certain benefits are not disadvantaged. 
 
I hope that this letter has clarified the issues regarding contributions to trips. At Winslow C 
of E Combined School, we see how much our children benefit massively from both 
external visits and in-school experiences, which are led by experts and allow the pupils to 
engage with lots of historical artefacts, enriching their curriculum and educational 
experience. We aim to give the children the best possible chances in their education whilst 
weighing up the cost for both parents and ourselves. I hope that you will support us in this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cazz Colmer                                                                 Katie Epps 
Head Teacher                                                               Visits Co-ordinator 
Winslow C of E Combined School 


